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Get the Rule Book cut! 


March 22, 1997 will go down as one of (hose extraordinary days when so much happens al 
once you simply can't give considered thought to any one particular bombshell, but rather are 
forced to look at the big picture when the dust has settled and decide whether scccer in this 
country will be better off in twelve months time. 

Soccer Australia have once again charged into the china shop and thrown tradition, 
continuity and - in some cases - sound reasoning out the window We'll deal with the 
contraction of the national league later, but first we have to highlight a couple of real strange 
directions the national administrators have taken recently. | 


The whole UTS/Collingwood match that never was had drawn squeals of ndicule from rival 
codes, and little wonder. The fact is that Collingwood Warriors Soccer Club did not arrive for a 
scheduled fixture, end of story. If Collingwood want to drag the Players Union into court for 
compensation that's their business, but they'll look like $4#°@%& if they do. How the Appeals 
Board decided to overturn SocAus' original decision is still a mystery, but if SocAus can just 
overturn the Appeals Board decision then you've really got to ask who's running the asylum! 

Next was the decision to announce that Sydney United's inclusion next season is 
dependent on the home matches being played at Parrarnatta Stadium, while the SU 
committee are currently negotiating with other 'major sporting venues’. Soccer Australia 
should not be ‘instructing’ clubs where they should play. Advise, perhaps, But certainly not 
make their inclusion dependent on where the current national body wants them to play. 
Sydney United can make that choice themselves, and if SocAus con't like it, then they can 
refuse their application. There's certainly no need to go public and provoke yet another 
backlash from an ethnic minority and their civil nghts mates. 


The demise of Canberra Cosmos reaily hurts the national league, but ullimately il comes 
down to bums on seats and despite the best efforts of everyone at Bruce Stadium it comes 
down to simple economics. More spectators brings more programme sales, merchandise 
sales, raffle ticket sales and so on. They had Mike Lyons, Paul Wade and a really exciting 
batch of young players. The future looked bright for a while, but it is hard battling public 
apathy and rival codes as many other clubs have found. 

But maybe there is hope for national leaque soccer to return to the capital. Soccer 
Australia will one day decide whether our 2000 Olympic team will compete in the 1299/2000 
season, and there would seem no reason not to ulilise the AlS as a base should the 
opportunity arse 

Gippsland is a slightly different story, While their attendances have been pocr, the Falcons 
are really being axed due to Carlton's inclusion next season. For sake of balance, at least two 
Victorian clubs had to go and Collingwood's exit only eased pressure on the Melbourne 
Knights. Had the Collingwood experiment been 4 resounding success, the selection process 
for the 1997/98 season may have been markedly different. Just in case you thought you'd 
seen the last of Heidelberg, we should tell you that we heard Collingberg savior Jack Dardalis 
on Greek radio the other night telling Melbourne's Greek commuinily that he didn't think 
Collingwood had to submit an application, and that his club still had a future in the national 
league! Watch this space? 


Overall, a twelve tearn competition should provide a better quality of soccer, although the 
choice of whether to play two or three rounds of matches will prove decisive to that theary 
Thirty-three games will allow little room for preparation for World Cup qualifiers, the 
Confederations Cup and the necessary friendlies, and we would be staring down the barrel of 
umpteen midweek matches - not exactly revenue raisers, On the olher hand, will twenty-two 
league matches be enough for clubs with dreams of full-time professionalism? 

Send your thoughts to the usual address. 





Are we doing the right thing by our youth? 


by Roy Hay 


With World Cup qualifiers coming up, it makes sense for Scccer Australia tc concentrate 
its limited resources on the senior team and preparation tor France. Nothing will bring more 
prestige, international recognitition and hard cash to Australia than a successful campaign to 
reach the finals in 1998. Given that Australia will have to integrate home and overseas 
players in a united and battle-hardened squad if it Is to have any chance against the teams 
of Oceania and Asia which stand in its way, there is no doubt that this will be a very 
expensive operation to mount. The players themselves, quite rightly, want a somewhat 
larger share of the proceeds for the efforts they will be contnbuting to qualification, 

So everything in Australian soccer over the next year or so must give precedence to World 
Cup preparation. 


It is against that background that one must query the decision to drop one key element of 
the preparation of the Australian Youth team for the finals of the FIFA Under-20 World Cup 
in Malaysia in July. A planned tour of Europe in February by the Young Socceroos has had 
fo be cancelled, with lack of funds given as the reason. Each previous youth leam has gone 
on one or two overseas tours to South America and to Europe for the expenence of 
competing against the best available talent in the countries which will field at least one 
member each of Australia's group in the finals, when the draw is made in April. This year's 
group had a tour to South America in September-October and a flying visit to South Africa 
last November under Raul Blanco, with a win and a draw against the South African ‘Youth 
team, the second match being the curtain raiser to the South Afnca versus Zaire World Cup 
qualifier which ensured a crowd of roughly 70,000 was present by the end of the game. 


Given that it is Australia's peformance at Under-17, Under-20 and Olympic level which 
has helped carry the country's reputation in the absence of World Cup qualification since 
1974, it would be very sad if Australia was to drop its standards, just at the very point when a 
number of European and South Amencan countries are beginning to commit more effort to 
the training of their youth players. Argentina and several European countries will spend long 
periods in Spain prepaning for the championships. When you look at the current Socceroa 
domestic and overseas squads and see how many of them have come through the various 
under-age learns, il is-evident thal (his has been a highly success[ul program in (he past, 
even though the goal of winning one of hese charnpionships remains elusive 


It 1s little Use talking about how South Americans and Europeans play, support each 
other, make runs, control tactics, waste tirne, take free kicks quickly, trip, elbow and push 
and cheat (nol that (hese players have a monopoly on the latter tactics). ‘fou have to 
expenence il in match conditions if you are going to react appropnately, and young 
Australians will have to react appropnalely if they are to win an under-age trophy. You have 
to expenence the boredom, the need for periods of rest, the constant movement in and out of 
accommodation and travel, often in difficult conditions. You need to know how to react to 
local conditions, to comport yourself well, to behave properly on and off the field, even 
when you are on the grey edge of exhaustion. Given the environment they normally 
encounter, young Australians are not used to such conditions in their domestic competitions 
or at training camps at the Australian Institute of Sport with its superb facilities. No amount 
of commando training in the bush or tours of Tahiti can prepare you adequately for top-class 
competition against European, Asian and South American teams overseas. The Victorian 
Institute of Sport has taken a team to Malaysia twice recently, as head coach Ernie Merrick 
sought to prepare his charges for what they would face if selected for the 1997 team, so 
some members.of the squad will have a little prior knowledge, and this knowledge should be 
used by the staff concerned, 


This year's squad lacks some of the prodigious talents of previous youth teams. 
We have no Ned Zelic and Paul Okon to lock the defence and play as libero, though Hayden 
Foxe may fill the role if he is fit and available. We have no Josip Skoko, Robert Enes or Kris 
Trajanovski to set up chances for the strikers and contribute a share of goals as well. 
Above all we have no Mark Viduka, David Seal, Paul Agostino or Joe Spiteri to convert the 
approach play into regular goals. On the evidence of performances so far, the current 
Australian youth team does not have the ability to explode from wide positions or the striking 
power of its predecessors. This year's group is workmanlike rather than spectacular, which 
does not necessarily make it inferior, but does indicate the magnitude of the task in hand 
and the need for Australia to make extra efforts to ensure that the best preparation is 
available in the limited time left. it would be easy to write this year off, to admit the omens 
are not promising, to say that something must be sacrificed, but what a condemnation that 
would be of the potential of Australian youth to rise above itself, given half a chance. 
And that is all that is sought - the classic level playing field, so that this year's crop can have 
the chance to emulate, and perhaps even improve on, their predecessors. Above all we 
have to remember that the current Under-20 squad will be the nucleus of the Olympic team 
in 2000, so that development now is quite critical. 


The coach can call on some excellent players. Harry Kewell, Leeds United full back, has 
already made his senior Socceroo debut. Lucas Neill of Milwall seems destined to be a 
senior Socceroo one day. There are two excellent keepers in Danny Milosevic and Peter 
Zois, with Wildy as back up. There is. another Zelic, van, as sweeper Billy Damianos of 
South Melbourne is a good attacking midfielder, who needs to work on his defence, 
Sebastian Sinozic is just back from a spell in Germany. Con Blatsis, also irom South 
Melbourne js a solid, if limited defender, who scored a cracking goal for the seniors against 
Brisbane in February, but up front team-mate Daniel Allsopp has not kicked on, or perhaps 
not had the chance to do so, while another South Melboume stnker, Michael Curcija is good 
in the box, but has always lacked that killer pace, and Clayton Zane of Newcastle Breakers, 
good player though he is, may be out of his depth ai this level. Bnsbane Sinkers’' Kasey 
Wehrmann has been a revelation, once he got over the Queensland feeling that he was not 
quite good enough for this squad. There are others in the frame including Levent Osman, 
Michael Garcia, who will force his way back into the team in some position, Andrew Vargas, 
Kostas Salapsidis, Tansel Baser and Reshat Mezensof It is clear that all the existing 
players will have put in a great deal of extra work on their skills and playing abilities, whatever 
support services can be provided for them. Coach Les Scheinflug will find it difficult to 
decide whether to include Simon Colosimo and Brett Emerton, both of whom are:still 
eligible for the 1999 Youth Cup, who have been outstanding in lead-up matches for the 199/ 
team. Players cannot take part in two under-age tournaments at the same level. 


It is to be regretted that in certain other ways there are signs that Soccer Australia has 
lost some of its focus on youth at a critical time, or at least its desire to promote the 
achievements of Australian youth soccer. The editor of Ausiralian and British Soccer Weekly 
made repeated phone calls to Soccer Australia to try to obtain reports on the Worid Youth 
Cup qualifying matches in Tahiti, but received none. Studs Up had to work its guts out te 
get the report which appeared in the last issue. The National Youth League is viriuaily 
completely ignored. If it were not for the efforts of a dedicated group of individuals little 
would be known of the best kept secret in Australian soccer. 


We have sponsorship through Coca-Cola and others for the Youth team, but if Soccer 
Australia is so strapped for cash, is this ihe time for some enterprising Australian company to 
make a specific commitment to this year's Young Socceroos? These lads can give the 
country an enormous boost along with the World Cup qualifiers, if we get behind them, 

The need is urgent, the task clear, explicit and manageable. The commitment can be 
clearly defined It is not open-ended. How about it Australia’? 





IT’S ALL GREEK TO MEA - Part 31: ALEXANDROS 


Al least one group of people were happy at the Collingwood Football club's decision to 
withiditaw its support (whal litile there was) for the Warriors. When Dim Sim magnate Jack 
Diardalis saved SocAus the embarrassment of a club pulling out midway through the 
season by pledging 5250,000 until the end of the season, the Greek papers proudly Note: As the Ad size leaflet was printed in Greek we've had to ask a good friend to translate 
boasted that the club was back in Greek Control, [ne four Collingwood representatives on it for Us Hopefully, he got it nght. 

Ine Warnors board have also subsequently resigned, so that Collingwood has become | 


cP leidelberg. Now that the facade is over the Warriors can drop any pretence to being The Committee has decided to open up lines of communication between club & 


Part 32: There is no crisis at UTSO - and that's official! 
| 7 GF ; | 4 
it seers that the UTS Olympic committee are just a tad tired of all the rumour an 
innuendo surrounding their club, Well, tired enough to issue a leaflet at a recent home 
ground explaining, well, read a slightly edited version for yourself. 


anything other than Heidelberg United; something which has come as a relief to its 
supporters, Many of the public announcernents are in Greek while the support staff (such 
as the turnstile operators and security staff) are Heidelberg people. (We also heard on the 
grapevine that club spokesman Anastasios Tamis told Greek radio that he was pleased to 
see the appearance of Greek flags. Mr Tamis brings invaluable experience to the Warriors 
he is a professor in Ancient Macedonian studies... 





roblem. We are also open to any suggestions 
attack from many sides. The fans know that we are always available to answer your 
queries, some are still trying 
exist. 





our next home game on March 2 v Sydney Utd we will disclose this ‘dirty war" of 

After bailing out the club, Jack Dardalis quickly set about finding enough backers to mest have been spread by certain former friends of the club. Some fans spi that 
ensure the Warriors future. He tried raising $1 million in pledges from Greek businesses we should reply to this mud slinging. We don't believe that the team or the clu sf 2 c 
but was unsuccessful. Maybe the drachma has finally dropped. Raising $1 million to keep anewer for allegations it isnt responsible for, We will not reduce this club the vel 
alloal a club with little support, about to lose its best players and a ceriain loss maker is a 2 colfeeshop. We are here, the club is open to all. Anyone who thi nike : : even 
pointless exercise. It will only mean having to raise $1 million again in 1998. 1999, 2000 slightest problem exists knows that they can contact us and we will prom ty rep y. 
etc. The days of committee men dipping into their pockets regularly to run a club should The club finds itself in a very good economic position (having just pa debts of 
be consigned to the 1960's, Without stable support, community appeal and sponsorship $200,000). Unfortunately the same cant be said of our playing position. 


, : 4 All areat clubs during their history (particularly when working towards a brighter 
clubs don't deserve to be in the A-League Stella peocen nanodi pe decks oven Symp ne in G 2 = found itself in the last 

The mess will take some time to clean up however and the matter of player contracts decade in a position on the fable similar to Sydney Olympics), 
should be treated as a priority. Laurie eutwi (Melb. "Age" Mar. 18) claimed that We are even more determined to quickly put the team mei . sage cacti ga 
"Collingwood AFL club is paying the wages of the Collingwood Warriors SC in defiance of in @ position that Sydney's Greeks want. In finishing We Wen a ennent Pde, Hurlstone 
(he AFL commission" so the situation could get even messier before the end of the season. any idea, question or even complaints at: Syaney Olympic, a, 

[hase on longer contracts like Ernie Tapai and Kimon Taliadoros are in a more precarious Park. , 

position. Did the Collingwood withdrawal constitute a breach of contract and will those on Sam Pampris 

lwo or three year contracts be compensated. What is certain is that they will endure more 
sleepless nights until the issue of their contracts is finalised, Taliadoros has more to lose 
than most, he moved his family from Sydney to be part of an unprecedented venture. 

For the time being, the clubs playing fortunes are in stark contrast to its off-the-field 
prublenis. Inthe three weeks since the Collingwood withdrawal and re-entry, they won 
Ihvew times, scoring eleven times. The players are eager to impress potential buyers (not to 
mention the $7,500 win bonus) and are playing out of their skin. 


Part 33: West Adelaide City Zebras ? ae 
ibers from Melbourne's 
Spotted by one of our eagle-eyed Greek subscribers was this beauty fi 
eee He doesn't remember hearing about it being reported anywhere else, so 
decided to loosely transcribe it and pass on It... 


| strali id Hi : ined the idea to Adelaide 
it is believed Soccer Australia chief David Hill has entertained the ide de 

City and West Adelaide that they should merge to form a single powerfui Adeiaide 
club. With both clubs having average attendances hovering around S000 it Is hoped 
such 2a venture would translate to 10,000 plus crowds regularly turning up to a 


/oran Matic has spent most of the season wheeling and dealing like a share trader but 
one must feel for Matic who must feel bitterly betrayed by those who convinced him ta 
felocale and coach the Warriors. Zoran pointed out that things might have been very 


different had Collingwood Football Club devoted only a reasonable amount of money and 
resouioes lo (he venture The 15,000 who saw the club's first home game was proof of the 
potential bul all it did was lull the club into a false sense of security, In their eyes it was 
proof that (hey could sit back and rake in the money while the Heidelberg people ran the 
soccer club) Maybe if Iney had read some early issues of SU they would have realised that 
competency and Heidelberg are mutually exclusive Inexcusably they didn't even write to 


their football Glub members (are you taking notes Carlton) encouraging them to support the 


Warmors. |o nol support the venture then to tum around and charge the Warnors rent for 
use of Victona Park smacks of cutting off your nose to spite your face. Then to pull out 
without reahsing ther legal (and nmvoral) obligations was humiliating it should be pointed 
out that the football club board only voted 4-3 in favour of pulling oul Sorne board 
members were still willing to persevere and devote the resources to keep it going. In the 
end it was too little too late 


indmarsh Staqium. ts 
receenigt ook ry ek Bolkus took it upon himself to write a letter to David Hil to 
outline the reasons why such a proposal wouldn't work. Bolkus made the following 
comments in the letter: "Dear David.....1 am wnting to you to voice my concems 
regarding the alleged proposal for Adelaide City and West Adelaide to merge. This 
issue has caused some discomfort to soccer fans from our city, and in general siege 
who support the two teams in question... such a proposal would damage soccer a ; Is 
city.” He then goes on to say that these two teams are founder members of ed 

and that West Adelaide had a record crowd in 1978 (1 7,000). He also states - 
importance of the derby games, and that these teams are well supported particularly 

| ian i reek communities. | 

‘i vi sana i again repeating the damage such a move would INCUr, and that 
he would most gladly meet with the commissioners to further discuss this. 


Venables still Mr 100% 





Four matches, four wins and only one goal conceded in six hours of play. It is a record Next stop “= Budapest! 
everybody would have settled for when Venables was appointed, although the nature of How times have changed! As little as ten years ago it would have been inconcetvable 
Australia's 1-0 win in Skopje still provided plenty of ammunition for TV's critics that any Socceroo team wouid have ventured to Budapest confident of victory. But the 

It was frustrating for Paul Okon to once again miss out on international duty, and with rapid decline of the Magyars has contrasted with the equally rapid improvement of 
Horvat having his moments of crisis and Ned Zelic failing to set the midfield alight, the Australia. From the golden era of the 1950's when Puskas & co. thrashed Engiand 6-3 
Sweeper position is still far from cemented. Speaking of Ned, could he really have been ready and 7-1 and squandered a two goal lead in losing the 1954 World Cup Final to West 
for international competition after playing just once (as a sub) since returning [rom yet another Germany, Hungarian soccer has plumbed the depths. They haven't qualified for a major 
injury? Generally speaking, the defence did reasonably well, although Alex Tobin must think tournament at senior level since the 1986 World Cup Finals where they were humiliated 6-0 
he Is a good chance to join the full squad later in the year. The absence of Craig Moore (due by the Soviets. Qualification for the 1996 Olympics aside, their record at under-age level is 
to fog at Glasgow Airport) gave the opporiunity for George Kulscar to perform a solid, if just as ordinary. They haven't qualified for the World Youth Cup finals since 1985 when 

8 unspectacular job while Mehmet Durakovic was beaten for speed on more than one occasion they fell at the group stage, and their last appearance at the World U/17 titles was also in CG) 
and it will be a surprise to see him in a gold shirt again. Tony Vidmar had a mixed day, with 4985 when Nigeria defeated them 3-1 in the quarter finals. The latest in a growing list of 
some good runs forward, but perhaps lucky not to receive his marching orders when he senior embarassments was a home defeat to Iceland in a Euro ‘96 qualifier when World 
hacked down Gosev jn full flight early in the second half. Soccer scathingly described them as the “poorest ever Hungarian national team" 

The midfielders disappointed, even taking into account they had only had a few training As if struggling to compete in modern soccer isn't difficult enough, the players carry their 
sessions together, More was expected of Corica and Zelic while Slater was making up for country’s proud tradition like a millstone, There's no escaping it. Any team that puts on the 
them with some spirited tackling and running off the ball. Aurelio Vidmar also struggled to famous cherry red shirts will forever be compared with the side of the 1950's The match 
assert his authority on the game, although his 89th minute goal was a reminder of the forrn he on April 2 will be no different, as the fixture will be part of special celebrations to mark 
displayed when top scorer in Belgium a few seasons ago. Ferenc Puskas’ 7Oth birthday. 

Up front was the interesting combination of John Aloisi and Mark Viduka, a partnership that 
will take time to develop but unfortunately we don't have the time, Neither player showed an The coaching spot has become an insecure one in recent years, with the incumbent 
abundance of speed and one suspects Damian Mori, who caused real problems for the Janos Csank taking over from Kalman Meszoly in March 1996. The match against the 
Macedonians when he appeared, may become first choice as the year unfolds, Socceroos will be used as preparation for a WC qualifier in Switzerland on April 30, a game 

which could make or break their hopes of making it la France. They have made a 

The goalscoring move began after a Macedonian defender passed the ball back to his reasonable start to date, beating Finland and Azerbaijan, but the 0-3 loss in Oslo - even 
goalkeeper Celeski but was then clipped by Mori who proceeded to put pressure on the though the game was scoreless as late as the 83rd minute - may yet mean the Hungarians 
‘keeper, When Celeski played the routine ball back to the defender, Aurelio Vidmar was will be relying on other teams in their group to drop points. The Hungarian league season 
pleasantly surprised to see the defender horizontal near the touchline, and picked up the loose resumed only recently after a long winter break, so this game provides a timely hit-out 
ball in plenty of space, His cross was missed by Viduka who had attempted an overhead kick, before the Swiss game. 
but the ball fell to Tiatto whose crass to the back post was met by an unmarked Vidmar. -— 

The match was marred by some ordinary officiating and the Aussies weren'l impressed by The international retirements of such stars as Lajos Detar and Josef Kiprich has forced 
the foul count (approximately 18-6 in favour of the home side) but Australia should be more Csank to rely on a younger generation of players. They qualified for the Atlanta Olympics 
concemed with getting caught offside so often - at feast eight times - from passes when the despite losing to Scotiand in the quarter finals of the European qualification series, with the 
man in possession should have been more intent on beating his man one-out complex fermula used to decide the five European finalists - along with Scotland's | 
It was left to substitutes Mori and Tiatto to strike real fear into the Macedonian defence with . ineligibility to compete at the Olympics - meaning the Hunganans had qualified before the 
their willingness to take on opponents 2nd leg in Glasgow. Great faith was placed in the side but they lost ali three of their group 

As for the Macedonians, they will be disappointed to lose a match in which they outshot Oz matches against Nigeria (0-1), Brazil (1-3) and Japan (2-3). Nevertheless several players 
11-5 and generally looked the more fluent side, although they weren't helped by a number of from that squad such as Vilmas Sebok (UTE), Tibor Dombi (DVSC), Gabor Earessy (UTE) 
players withdrawing from the squad after a falling out with the coach. Very few of their long- and Attila Dragoner (Stadler) have subsequently made their full international debuts. 
range shots really troubled Bosnich, but Stojonovski should have scored on the hour when he The Hungarian league's joint top scorers Bela Illes (MTK Budapest) and Tomas Sandor 
had only Bosnich to beat following a shocking clearance from the Aussie 'keeper, while Hristov (Debrecen|) are also regular squad members who could lead the attack against the 
looked dangerous with some strong runs SOCCErOOS. 

So, Australia got their first full international win on European soil since winning in Greece in 
1970, and alter twenty-seven years it wouldn't have mattered ifthe opposition was San Marino Players to watch: Krisztian Listzes is the great white hope of Hungarian soccer. The 
or Liechtenstein, any victory in Europe would have wiped away that terrible statistic. Australia skillful ex-Ferencvaros midfielder scored twice in a 3-2 UEFA Cup win against Newcastle 
looks forward to the day when matches like this are not required, but for now Terry Venables is this season. In his absence, Fradi lost 0-4 to the Magpies at St James' Park. He isn'ta 
happy to put his charges through their paces against lower-ranked opponents rather than risk physically powerful player but makes up for lack of strength with his skill and vision. Bayern 
a hammering from the likes of Croatia, Having said that, maybe Mark Bosnich summed up Munich showed interest in him but he was eventually snapped up by Stuttgart. The other 
the tourists feelings when he was heard singing "We gotta get outta this place" at the airport current Hungarian ‘star’ is Porto midfielder Peter Lipscei who is on trial with Sheffield 
after the match. Perhaps they should have been grateful the match was played in Skopje and Wednesday but hasn't figured in the national side under Csank. 
not Bitola, as the Macedonian officials had preferred Previous meetings: None, bul we have a few things in common like, er, ex-Lakers coach 


Ferenc Puskas, um, er, Les Murray, and, um, oh yeah, Aussie Joe Bugner! 


USA show the way..... 


Australia - Womens Internationals 1997 





First of all, we have to make a comment about the lack of match programme in Feb 28 (Melbourne) USA 0-4 Att: 5,169°** 
Melbourne. It was bad enough that there wasn't one, but to insult the teams and fans, a Mar 2 (Bathurst) USA 1-3 Hughes 90 Att: 3.228 
photocopied list of the participants and their shirt numbers was handed out, on a piece of Mar 5 (Canberra) USA 0-3 Att: 4,031 
paper spits bead rr nde me mention of which state/club/university they play with, no Mar 12 (Canberra) J-League 1-0 Dunne 7/7 
ages of number of international appearances/goals, in fact, nothing. Just shirt numbers : z . . Bi : 
Bn ule dagtack. ‘E9en ABSW wandoad ts teink eee rca stink leacling Up to the Mar 13 (Canberra) J-League 4-0 og, Dunne 49, Powell 61, Terek 74 
opening match. At least South Melbourne (in their match programme) listed their home | 
states and which positions they usually play, as well as a brief article. The AWSA should es oe aoe Feny MERE USE! Cree 
be ashamed of themselves. Okay, that's off our chests. On with the games... Belinda Kitching Old 49 xX x“ x Xx Xo75 

, FS see simply, Australia were totally outplayed in their first match with the reigning Read ane 
mpic champions, who displayed excellent technique and an ability to hold on to the ball r} : _ 
until the right option became available. To say that 0-4 flattered he uation would be a bit bits ees ve ik F ie aoe 
harsh, but the Yanks dealt comfortably with the few attacks the hosts mustered while their Sepia egennuber Ga a Te es |S 
midfielders were always one or two steps ahead (bath physically and mentally) of their Joanne Powell NNSW 22 Pes 
relatively inexperienced opponents. US captain Julie Foudy was outstanding and very Bridgette start rede =I a s 4 AOES xOo8 
unlucky not to get on the scoresheet while Mia Hamm showed why most good judges ESFFST YT MATT SA 40 Bae, : Ay * * 
consider her the best female player in the world, being able to literally put the ball an a ten Ley Semeciay Wik 2) 
cent piece from corners and free-kicks, For the locals, Chery! Salisbury was good value in inant Baer Ae, Sie 
defence while Joanne Peters also impressed. Sunni Hughes was a little disappointing up m=; 
front but lacked the service to trouble the US backline. With a comfortable 2-0 lead at half. Lizzy GipyGon win ah 
time US coach Tony DiCicco made four substitutions but the wholesale changes had little Katrina Boyd NSW 25 —X083 X081 Xob6 
effect and visitors strolled to a easy, rather than lazy, 4-0 romp. Joanne Pelers NSW eA) | ROR 
Amy Wilson ACT 16 sou/ sob3 xX om 

Studs Up didn't have any witnesses present at the second match of the series in Shelley Youran = NNSW ORT 
Bathurst but from what we can gather (via people we have since spoken to) it was a far Airy Taylor AsaT LL SOney wile 
more entertaining game with both teams creating chances as opposed to the one-way affair Kim Reves Gid 21 XOAB ‘S089 X00. X087: A0sS 
offered at South Melbourne. The crowd were far more enthusiastic as well, perhaps Tamme Thomton == Oid 6 i BRE! ANSE Ang 
spurring our women cn to greater deeds. Oz had one goal disallowed and hit the frame of Leigh Terek Vic UBT ‘Eoay 
the goal twice before Japan-based Sunni Hughes scored a consolation goal at the death Kristy Moore SA ae. Seat 

And so on to Canberra, and the US made a clean sweep of the series with a Alicia Ferguson SA a 
comfortable 3-0 win with some some suspect Aussie marking at set pieces again causing | | 
problems. In open play however the defence rescued Australia time and again, as did Sharon BECK SA 2s Xo72 X066 
goalkeeper Belinda Kitching who denied Hamm & co on a number of occasions. Hughes aides deplne RAEN ae = : x x * ee 
had her most productive maich of the tournament and was only denied a couple of goals by = Lisa TAS eit “ a et, Se ial 
the acrobatics of US ‘keeper Briana Scurry Sunni Hughes NNSW A a“ x 


The scores may not indicate it, but the Australians improved dramatically throughout the Coaches: Jeff Olver! Greg Brown 


series against a side who were having their first hit-out since winning Olympic gold last 
year. It is now up to the players to show that they have learnt their lessons and improve on 
their technique and mental toughness. They have shown they cannot quite compete with, 
arguably, the best team in the world, but they have shown they can look forward to the next 
World Cup qualifiers with confidence, Particularly as they have a number of key players to 
come back into the side after injury, notably Sarah Cooper, Sasha Wainwright, Louise 
McMurtie, Angela lannotta and ‘keeper Tracey Wheeler. 

The current squad members have shown they can bounce back from defeats with a 
couple of victones against the touring J-Leaque Select. These low-key matches were 
played in Canberra after the tourists had warmed up with a few hit-outs against State 
League sides in NSW, and the Aussies may have done even better had the Oz coaching 
staff bothered to check the Sydney matches out. Following in the style of ET, Olver and 
Brown were happy to have a chat to a couple of people and settle for a “conservative” 
opening. 


Meanwhile, at domestic level... 
The Ansett Australia Summer Series has been won by Queensland after two goals from 
Lisa Dunne was enough to sink South Australia 2-1 in the final at the A!S on March 23, 
NSW beat ACT 2-1 in the third-place play-off while Northern NSW defeated Victoria 1-0 in 
the battle to avoid the wooden stirring object. President of the Victorian Womens Soccer 
Association, Peter Athanasiadis hinted at changes in the ranks when he said 

“Obviously we're disappointed wilh the low finish as we had higher expectations, 
especially with the amount of work and of course money that goes into the program. It's 
probably a good time to have a clase look af it and see where we can find improvement. 
However, whal must be remembered is this program and series of games is all aboul 
identifying talent Australia-wide, for our assault at the Sydney 2000 Games. And! think 
to that end it's definitely been good and will continue to be worthwhile." 


Geelong - Another AFL experiment with mixed results 


The Melbourne Knights had made a bold decision to transfer their home match against 
Brisbane to the unlikely venue of Kardinia Park, home of the AFL side Geelong, but as SU 
travelled down the Princes Highway to the city known as ‘Sleepy Hollow we had nagging 
doubts. Numerous publications including ABSW and the Weekend Australian, not to mention 
television programs Encsson Cup and Kick-Off, had advertised the match to be played at 
Somers St. We had visions of only a few hundred tuming up at Kardinia Park but the official 
attendance of 5,075 was well up an the corresponding fixture last season, so on that basis the 
decision to shift the match must be seen as a success Looking closer however will reveal 
enougn to reach a vastly different conclusion 

One can only speculate as to the real reasons for the change of venue, with most agreeing 
it was a chance to take national league soccer to another provincial area, possibly with a view 
to basing a team there in the next century, but the venture was. behind the eight-ball from the 
start. Geelong is an AFL town, and the Kniahts just happened to pick a day when the Cats 


© scheduled to play in a quarter-final of the Ansett Cup, in Adelaide at 8:40pm, meaning 


few Geelong officials were on hand to help out, and most Geelong football fans were more 
concerned with the live telecast from Football Park than the live action just around the corner 

Proceedings were due to kick-off at 3:00pm with a match between the Federal Police and 
the Knights ‘old boys’ and by the time we got there the boys in blue (well, yellow and green 
actually) were 4-1 up. At this stage there were only about 150 inside the ground and we were 
starting to speculate how many were preparing to turn up at Somers St. The standard was 
dodgy, so it was off to the kiosk for a feed before the main event. The match program 
contained a message from the CEO which stated '! hope everyone has a happy day and 
enjoys all the first class facilities that Kardinia Park has to offer" Yeah right! 

We had never been to a football venue which didn't sell pies. We have now. But our 
dismay at missing out on the great Aussie main course was tempered by the availability of 
some excellent chilli dogs and tacos, On the minus side was the lack of variety when it came 
to beverages. You had a choice of Coke or Diet-Coke. As for alcohol, it was VB or a choice of 
one of two UDL vaneties, Midori or Malibu. Worse, they ran out of coffee (!!) before the main 
game_ No canteen staff even considered going to cet some from the social club... 


Back to events on the pitch and after the feds had run out comfortable 6-2 winners we had 
to endure one of those ‘celebrity shoot-outs which featured some Knights oid boys (including 
Kenny Murphy and Billy Vojtek) and a few Geelong players who had 'missed the cut" for the 
Adelaide game. |t was a shoot-out with a difference though, with footballs and soccer balls 
used, and while the Four Diegos tried to whip up a bit of crowd enthusiasm nobody really 
cared that the footballers won 8-7, 

Kick-off for the main event was delayed for five minutes due to - according to announcer 
Ralph Barba (FD's) - traffic congestion in Geelong! The Knights took to the field to lukewarm 
applause while the Strikers attracted about five handciaps. The crowd apathy continued 
throughout the first half, with a lacklustre game not helped by the windy conditions. Haofball 
was prevalent, boring most of the crowd, with a few Hrvatska fans even starting a MCG-style 
slow handclap. A penalty late in the first half converted by Adrian Cervinski was enough for a 
Knights supporter to throw the obligatory flare on to the area behind the goals, the police 
slowly shuffled their way towards the red and white fans, the younger ones scattered, the 
ground attendants didn't know what to do with it, just another day at the soccer in Melbourne, 
really, 

At least Brisbane were forced to have a real go after the break but the absence of Kasey 
Wehrman due to a broken cheekbone following an aerial challenge with Damian Vojtek robbed 
them of much of their midfield creativity and the Knights held on for a narrow victory which 
satisfied their fans bul not the neutrals. |t was a bloody cold day and the wind was impossible 
to escape, but at least it didn't rain ‘cos the only cover available was in the stand, which was 
restricted to Knights season ticket holders. Next time we'll save our petrol money for a six- 
pack in front of the telly 


South Sidelines - by the Lakeside Spy 


Lock up your sheep? 

south Melbourne Lakers’ Bob Jane Stadium will become Bledisioe headquarters from 
July 19-27 for the historic clash between the Wallabies and the All Blacks to take place at 
the MCG. There will be videos, memorabilia, autograph sessions and rugby entertainment 
running around the clock at the Champions Sports Bar - the Lakers social club. Apparently 
more than 7000 Kiwis have already booked ticket flights and accomodation. The CES have 
also informed us that they will put on extra staff.. 

On the topic of Kiwis, Lakers’ star striker Vaughan Coveny came in at number 12 ina 
Herald-Sun feature - "20 New Zealanders who found fame in Australia". He was amongst 
other illustrious company such as Sir Joh Bjelke-Petersen, Derryn Hinch and comedian 
Tony Martin to name but a few. 


Blues becoming more and more red! 

The Lakers have struck up an arrangement with the 'Red Army’ - the Manchester United 
Supporters group in Melbourne. Man U supporters will be able te use the Champions 
Sports Bar as their meeting place to discuss club news ang show videos of games on the 
mega-screen (and maybe have a drink or three). There is also talk that the supporters 
group will set up a tele-conferencing system to enable a live hookup with Old Trafford from 
the Bob Jane Stadium, to conduct interviews and the like 

Souths are also hoping that the Red Army turn out in force and cheer on the Lakers. 

A number have already been seen consuming a few alcoholic beverages, particularly afer 
the defeat of the Warriors (who though! all those number 23 shirts were for lvan Kelic’?._.) 

Meanwhile, more red jerseys will be seen around the Lakers social club with the Sydney 
Swans Melbourne supporters using it as their official base. Their previous base out in 
Flemington was criticized as being too far away, so the choice to move to the old 'Lake 
Oval’, the Swans original home, was ideal, 


South Melbourne Lakers Rugby Club? 

Well not quite, but Souths are keenly monitoring the situation with a possible rugby 
union side mooted for Melbourne, as early as next year, to piay in the prestigious world- 
wide Super 12 tournament BJS would be a wise choice to set up home until the Victoria 
Stadium at the Docklands is completed in 2000. Super League chief, John Ribot, has also 
indicated a Meibourne team is likely to enter the competition before 2000. A bit of News 
Limited money wouldn't go astray. 

Under the clubs five year plan, South aims to build another grandstand to seat 6000 
spectators by the year 2000, Ground and /acility utilisation makes good economic sense, 
but an area of concern is the damage to the playing surface. Breakers Stadium looked 
horrible after the Mariners had played there a couple of days earlier. 

The BJS playing surface is already not up to scratch, there have been consistent water 
drainage problems caused by a poor job done by the company which was contracted to do 
the work. It is believed Souths have every right to sue the company but in order to do this 
Melbourne Parks & Waterways must be sued first, and then they in turn do likewise to the 
company in question. The problem however being that Souths don't want to upset 
Melbourne Parks & Waterways. | love politics, . 


The Lakers are also keen to get involved with other sports, particularly to have a 
basketball team playing out of the yet to be completed Albert Park Sports Centre (just near 
the BJS), naturally under the name of South Melbourne Lakers There have already been 
initial enquiries made with a current team E.E.A.M.A to join forces. 





STRIKERS END PREMIERSHIP AMBITIONS 


From Anthony Fensom 


Brisbane Strikers player/manager Frank Farina has indicated that current Ericsson Cup 
leaders Sydney United may be impossible to catch. With eight poinis separaiing the two 
clubs, Brisbane have suffered an inconsistent run in the New Year campaign with injuries to 
key players testing the depth of the squad. According to Farina, the Strikers will be seeking 
a mere four points from their remaining sim matches to clinch a finals berth. 

Yet a finish below first or second place would see the Strikers having to fight their way 
through a series of sudden-death semi-finals, instead of having the luxury of possibly 
hosting the championship decider! After having briefly led the championship table (on goal 
difference) and then cementing a seemingly impregnable second-place, the Strikers 
slipped to third place in the table following an away loss to the Melboume Knights. 

The defeat (courtesy of an Adrian Cervinski penalty) followed a controversial home loss 
to South Melbourne, where local referee Mark Shields ensured the wrath of the Brisbane 
Support with an injury-time penalty to the Lakers. Despite the dubious nature of the penalty 
(ironically resulting from a tussle with ex-Striker Jason Polak), Brisbane gave the visitors a 
two goal start through careless defending and could have been 3-0 down were ihe posts 4 
foot wider. New signing Nick Meredith proved his worth when introduced in the second 
half, sparking a fight-back which almost earned the Strikers a point before the fatal penalty 


Local referees have now been blacklisted by the Strikers, ina move which possibly is 
more beneficial for visiting teams than the home side! Yet referees will always be 
influenced (even if they don't realise) through the hame crowd - such is the nature of tne 
home advantage. FIFA wouldn't have it any other way. 

As a consequence Melbourne referee Gerry Connolly was appointed for the crucial clash 
at Suncorp Stadium against Marconi. Marconi started the match in second position with 
Brisbane a point behind. Marconi were the form team entering the clash, having disposed 
of both Sydney United and Adelaide City in successive games. Brisbane by contrast had 
endured a run of seven matches with five defeats and only two victories in 1997 and faced 
the Fairfielders without key plays Hunter, Farina and Wehrman. 

Yet again the Strikers gave their visitors a courtesy ‘Welcome to Brisbane’ goal start, 
and it was solely through the poor finishing of Marconi strikers Babic and Harper (and Clint 
Bolton's sound 'keeping) that the half time score was only 0-1. Seventeen minutes after the 
restart the Strikers finally broke down the Marconi defence with midfielder Troy Cranney 
blasting in at the near post. With two minutes remaining, a blatant hand-ball in the penalty 
area (after a less apparent hand-bail minutes earlier) by Marconi goal scorer Brad Maloney 
gave the Strikers a chance of three points Mark Battistin duly converted to ensure the 
Strikers leap-frogged Marconi into second place on the championship table 


The match also saw the successful return of Socceroo midfield Sean Cranney, who 
supplied the cross which was handbalied by Maloney. Wayne Knipe was promoted to ihe 
starting line-up in a successful partnership up front with Rod Brown. The 19 year-old was 
denied through.some fine saves Dy Marconi's gcalkeeper Pogliacomi, and doubtless will 
improve further under Farina’s tutelage. 

The Strikers however will be hoping that captain Alan Hunter recovers in time for the 
finals, in what is likely to be the former international's last season in the national league. 
Kasey Wehrman should be fit to return in one or two weeks afier suffenng a fractured left 
cheekbone against the Melbourne Knights, with Farina returning from suspension in the 
March 16 match away to UTS Olympic. 

Veteran striker Rod Brown requires only five more goals to equal John Kosmina’s all- 
time NSL goalscoring record of 133 goals. With six matches remaining in the regular 
series, including home matches against Canberra ana the Faicons, tne record is well within 
reach of the travelled sharpshooter 


The Strikers now face a testing three weeks, with away matches to UTS Olympic and 
Perth, in between a home game against the in-form West Adelaide. Despite the rhetoric, 
securing second position on the table must be the aim of the Strikers, in order to have the 
possibility of hosting the title decider. A disappointment for the Strikers must be the failure 
to build on the 13,127 patrons who watched the January 4 battle with Sydney United. 

A mere 4,729 ventured to watch what was a promising game against Marconi. Granted, 
the Strikers are not blessed with a ‘Super League’ entertainment budget of half a million 

dollars. Yet those 13,000 fans cannot all have migrated in the fast few months - enticing 
them back to Suncorp must be the priority for the Strikers management. 


The national league table has a more familiar look to it just prior to the finals, with 
traditional finalists Marconi, Adelaide City, South Melbourne, West Adelaide and Sydney 
United ail in the top six. Unfortunately for the league's geographic distribution, Perth and 
Wollongong have endured a loss of form at the wrong time of the season The Strikers 
have defeated all of their top six rivals at least once during the season, with the notable 
exception of the Adelaide clubs. Ensuring they end the campaign just behind Sydney 
United could mean the difference between grand final glory and semi-finalist anonymity, 


In local news, the new XX*X Premier Leaque opened with debutants Bundaberg 
Waves, the hope of the non-Brisbane clubs, soundly defeated 6-2 in Brisbane by Taringa 
Rovers. In a replay of last year’s grand final, Brisbane City reversed the result with a 1-0 
victory over the Brisbane Lions. The Lions are rumoured to have given the local Australian 
Rules football club naming right for between 550,000 - $100,000. A very small price to pay 
for thirty years of football tradition. 


PLEASE NOTE: Apologies to all SU readers for an error in my article published in SU21. 
The ground record crowd of 13,121 for the match against Sydney Utd on January 4 did not 
lead to a delay of “up to half an hour" to the kick-off - Optus Vision ensured that the kick-off 
went ahead on schedule. However, | can assure readers that there was a 45 minute delay 
getting into the ground due to the fact that initially at least, only two gates were open. 

The two gates are usually more than sufficient to cope with the Stnkers average crowd of 
approximately 5,000. The question of where the 13,000 have been during the rest of the 
season is one for the Stnkers marketing personne!. Please forward any ideas to the 
strikers c/- Perry Park, Mayne, Gid, 4006, together with a large cheque if possibie! 





a 


Overseas press watch - From the Malay Mail - Jan 22 
Sabah “ace siriker” Scott Olleranshaw will take part in Adidas Streetball Challenge 
Championship. Ronnie Smith has also agreed to play. 


And some more memorable quotes from ‘On the Ball’: 


"There was this little boy whose birlhday was coming up, and his father asked him 
what he wouid like for his birthday, The little boy replied that he would like a Mickey 
Mouse outfit. So his father bought him the ASF!" - Tornmmy Anderson 

"You cant even make a cup of tea down at the ASF offices without getting invalved in 
polities."- Tommy Anderson 

"Seven and a half thousand people paid to watch a game of baseball - which is 
ludicrous!" = Johnny Warren an the plight of Australian soccer in Canberra. 


And we'll leave the last word to Berti ‘Absolutely magnificent, Robert Mariani 
"The picture paints the picture" - commenting on the Brisbane V Marconi game, as 
Wayne Knipe holds his head after being denied by Pogliacomi once again. 





WHY SYDNEY UNITED WILL NEVER BE Outside, groups of men aged in their twenties, wearing baseball-shyle cape embroidered 


with Croatian slogans and again wearing Croatia football shirts milled around. Two big, long- 


A TEAM FOR SYDNEY haired guys, one whose t-shirt declared "Croatian National Leage". haranaued a female 


Marconi supporter: "What you need ts a big c**k up your a**e" 






By Matthew Hali 
? Five minutes later, in the carpark, things had escalated. A group of about twenty: 
Sydney United may well be the runaway leaders of the Ericsson Cup soccer competition including the same two who hed earlier abused the woman, were pushing anc shoving 
Their administration may have the business savvy to appoint John Hewson, one-time leader sameone across a grassy bank Punches started flying and the "Croatia! Croanal! 
of the Liberal Party, to a high-profile position within the club. It's possible that listeners of Croatia!!!" chant was taken up by the mob. More punches were thrown and one person went 
2DAY-FM, one of Sydney's most popular commercial radio stations, did vote the Pumas down, railing to the bottom of the bank, crashing into 4 parked car The mob fan across and 
"pest sports team in Sydney" But more than well-intentioned cosmetic changes will have to kicked inte the guy on the around. Somehaw, he managed to det up and run across the car 
take place before a united Sydney will get behind this city’s talented soccer team. park back towards the stadium. 
The group previously chanting “Croatia!” gave chase bul temporary safety was found 
It started so swimmingly. As part of an effort to widen the team's appeal, smart-thinking among @ small group of Marconi supporters. More scuffles broke out across the carpark 
had led Syciney United to shift their home tie against neighbours Marconi-Fairfield from until, finally, same red-shirted security guards arrived anc attempted to grab one oF the 
Edensor Park to Parramatta Stadium, With support from radio station 2WS a relatively big Croatian group, They had hold of one until others trom the gang weigned-in to successfully 
crowd was expected for the local derby. which featured a number of plavers who did so well mount a ‘rescue mission. Cars slowly edged around the meise trying to get out of the 
for Ausralia in the recent four-nations tournament. carpark. Families, walking from the stadium, sped up in an effort to get away from ihe 
violence, More security guards arrived and they appeared to regain control of the situation. 
Fireworks on the pitch saw two Sydney United players sent off within the first 30 minutes shepherding the gang - still chanting "Croatia!" - out of the carpark towarcs Parramatta 
and two quick-fire goals at both ends saw the teams heading to the break locked at 1-1. leagues Club. A group of Marcon! ‘supporters siarted'a mock "Seig Heil’ charit and a ‘Basil 
AP: was tense, exciting stuff but a few minutes before half-time a sense of unrest started to Fawll-etyie Sallie to rie the Croanans. Small ekimisnes.contnued. 
la 16 spread within certain sections of the crowd. After about five minutes, a small group of police arrived to clean up anc pushed past the 
The atmosphere started to transcend the normal intensity of a derby game and developed security guards who had now formed a cordon on the perimeter of the stagdium grounds, 
a nasty edge. Sections of the stand booed every decision by the referee. Simon Micallef. The police set off in pursuit of the gang, last seen running up O'Conne!! Street. ap 
Conspiracy thoeries abounded. It would have been funny had it net been so red-faced and as," 
serious, Down on the touchline, at what seemed like a steward’s suggestion, a group of It Was one rock away from mirroring the previous week's South Melbourne debacle. 
police moved towards the tunnel to provide Micallef and his assistants a safe escort from the It had been just as frenzied and jst as mindless as anything I'd-seen at Chelsea's infamous 
pitch at the break. Stamford Bridge or at Arsenal's | iui ury in North London. The catch is, here, the thugs got 
away with it, Parramatta police said: "There was a bit of a scuffle but it was quelled pretty 
During half-time police were significantly concerned with some elements in the crowd to quickly. There was no-one arrested so we're quite happy. if you were there then you 
move among them and issue a warning to several spectators. A message beamed over the probably know more than us," 
scoreboard: “Patrons are advised that surveillance cameras are installed at the stadium. 
Watch your conduct”. | know the person | attended the game with is now too scared to see Sydney United 
The tail-end of the second half and, despite the odds, United were siill in ine game again. | also know that this nationalistic hysieria in Australian soccer has gone on too long. 
When Marconi finally took the lead a fiery, defiant chant went up from the stand: “Cro--tial - 


Cro-a-tial! Cro-a-tial!!" 
A group of non-Croatians, pethaps attenaing their first local soccer matcn,looked uneasily 





at each other There was no rallying cry for "Sydney" No chant for "United" One guy sitting The UTC marches on with most tipsters selections for rounds 13 to 15 in on time and 
behind me - 4 rugby league fan who'd cropped by to checw out this Sydney team, he said - now its a matter of waiting and seeing, but in the meantime we have a competition with a 
asked what they were chanting "Croatia" came the reply. "Oh, righto", he said bemused, difference this month as we look ahead to the Oceania U/17 qualifying tournament. Vve are 
taking a sip of his beer and silently staring at the game as Marconi headed to a 3-1 win, so confident of Australia winning this tournament we're asking tipsters for their choice of 
runner-up. And don't think the Kiwis will have it all their own way, either. Entries to the usual 
nae the record, win Croatian national team were not playing. But come the final whistle a address by April 14 
substantial section of the crowd, waving Croatian flags and wearing the red-and-white »Te¢ ’ n¢ 1 
checked football shirts of Croatia, were red-faced with anger. The referee, apparently, was at Rd 18 se Ge monn : riot od 45: Euro C3 
fault for the result. One giant of a man threw objects from the top level of the grandstand Bia ae ee eer acy 
i | J bind 4 P abbott Kevin Christopher (88) Juventus Barcelona Inter Milan 
onto the pitch, Down below, one boy, aged not more than 12, stood behind the TV cameras Bhupinder Rai (71) Juventus Barcelona Monaco. 
as a crew waited to interview Sydney United goalkeeper Zeljko Kalac. The kid waved a Graham Creed (64) Dortmund Liverpool Feyenoord 
home-made sign: “What's wrong with Edensor Park?" questioning the move to Parramatta Anthony Fensom (64) Juventus Barcelona Inter Milan 
for today's game. Edensor Park used to be called King Tomislav Croatian Sporis Oval. Lance Librandi (64) Juventus Barcelona Monaco 


Harry Georgiadis (57) Juventus Liverpool Inter Milan 





jrammes In Review 





Things are hotting up on the Ericsson 
Cup scene and it's no different with 
programmes coming in from clubs and 
supporters for review. Before getting on with 
this month's batch, let's take a look at who has 
been in the spotlight so far and see if they have 
changed anything as the season has 
progressed. 

The § page ‘Wolves Howl’, reviewed in 
SU 20, seems to have grown to a 28 page issue. 
It's not too much different from last season's ad 
laden effort though as 17.5 pages are ads. 
Canberra changed from a tabloid newspaper to 
an A4 size publication. Looks better although 
the blue cover offers no colour variety. It is also 
a 28 pager. It is similar in style to most 
Duntroon Publishing Ericsson Cup issues and 
contains some good articles. Newcastle have 
maintained their level of consistency as have 
Perth Glory. Likewise the Knights, Strikers & 
Ad City. There are still 7 clubs to go and three 
of these are reviewed in this issue. 

In the meantime, | am still looking for 
programmes from West Adelaide, Gippsland, 
Marconi, Collingwood and Sydney Utd. Nick 
Guoth has sent a handsome selection for 
reviewing but more are still needed from some 
clubs to enable a wider analysis of each clubs 
issues. 


The address to send them to is: 
Ewen Anderson, PO Box 5155, 


Alexandra Hills Qid 4161. 





Collingwood Warriors 
v Gippsland Falcons 
Sunday, 1st December, 1996 
Victoria Park, Melbourne 
16 Pages (3.75 pp ads) 
Size 149mm x 211mm 


| thoughi il wise to get this one in before 
ihey no longer exis! On flicking (hrough 
this programme, the 2 things thal stand 
out are a) very few ads & b) the colour 
photos! The cover has a full colour look 
about it a la Glory. There are 2 other full 
colour page photos & one across the 
centre pages + one on the player profile 
page. Not too much meat in it, but the 
colour distracts you from this. 


Cover - Gives match details (no KO time) 
+ colour pic. of the home team. 2 - From 
the Bunker. Includes lines like "A new 
team = =~—s wilh new supporters” + 


announcement & ad. 3 - President's 
message + promo for next home game. 4 
- Invite to join the Warriors Army. 5 - 
Profile on George Jolevski + colour pic + 
ad. 6 - League tables (inci. youth league) 
+ last round results, this & next weeks 
fixtures. 7 - The squads + ad. 8/9 - Double 
page colour pic of Emie Tapai. 10 - Ad. 11 
- The Sneak Retums. Changing Room 
Gossip + ad. 12 - Ad. 13 - Colour pic of 
Tom Karapatsos. 14 - The sponsors. 15 - 
Club membership form. 16 - Colour pic of 
Kimon T!. 


And that's it. Colourful (very) but not too 
much to read! 


COLLINGWOOD WARRIORS 


iy a 
GIPPSLAND FALCONS 
F=  suaay, tnt DEDEMAEA, TS 





Collingwood v Gippsland 


Sydney United v UTS Olympic 
Sunday, 10th November, 1996 
Edensor Park 
28 Pages (15.7 pp ads) 
Size 206mm x 297mm 


A Duntroon job as it was last year. The 
cover though is hard on the eye (like 
Canberra's) in that it is red & white. There 
is a bit too much red! The new logo is 
featured. 


Cover - Features the match details but no 
KO time. 3 - Editorial. 4/5 - Good feature 
on David Zdrilic. Trouble is, the OLD logo 
(with Opera House) appears twice. Why 
bother 5.A.7 + ad. 9 - Thunderbolt & 


Lightning. The team looks the goods for 
honours! 12/13 - Leading scorers, Puma Stats, 
Round 2,3 4 4 results, league tables, round 
5 games. Great for the analytical fan. 14/15 - 
The squads + a big empty space. 19 - An 
interview with Robert Enes. 21 - More Rnd 4 
results + a small article on Velimir Kupresak + 
that OLD logo + ad. 24/5 Aji the Ericsson Cup 
rounds including results to date. 


All other pages not mentioned have full page 
ads. And that OLD logo? it aiso appears in 
one of the ads! Whilst there are only 4 
features, they have some meat in them. There 
is also the odd small article plus the stats & 
photos throughout. Not bad but the cover is a 
let down. 


r 
—— Rog num CROLINK 





Sydney United v UTS Olympic 


UTS Olympic v Wollongong City 
Sunday ist December 1996 
Belmore Oval, Sydney 
24 Pages (12 pp ads) 

Size 205 mm x 287mm 


After last years fairly good issue (which was 
an improvement on the 1994/5 issue) this is a 
big let down. It presents as cheap. It uses 
news print. The content is fair bul the quality 
of the presentation isn't! It is B & W 
throughout with the exception of spot blue 
here and there. 


Cover - Match details clearly shown including 
the youth game details. (That's a plus). 3 - 
President's report + club details + ad. 4 - 
Coache’s (sic) Report. 5 - Youth & Colt Team 
news & tables. 6/7 - Profiles on David Barrett 
& Adam Ciantar. Barrett's best game was 
against Markoni !!!!! 9 - Photo of unnamed 
players + ad. 12 - Round 7 results, league 
table + leading scorers. 13 - Squads. 15 - 
Rounds 1 - 26 in full with all results to date. 17 





- Photo from the True Blues/Travellers game 
+ ads. 16 - Lists of Sydney (!) Olympic's top 
goalscorers & record appearances. 21 - All 
youth & colts team fixtures & results to date. 


All other pages have ads. Although there are 
24 pages - there really isn't anything of 
substance to read. For a club of its stature, 
ihis has to be the season's GREAT 
disappointment so far. 


otal NEWS Ea 


| i 


RESMAITS. TABLES 
and CORCKES REPOOT 


UTS Olympic v Wollongong City 





Col Curran Testimonial 
Newcastle KB United v Invited All Stars 
October 12, 1980 
40 Pages (18.5 pp ads) 
size 141mm x 220mm 


Col Curran was one of Australia’s World Cup 
men back in 1974. This programme contains 
all the uSual praise for the man of the 
moment. Four full page action snaps. A 3 
page Q & A interview which is very 
interesting. Six Messages from high profile 
people in the game from Sir Arthur George to 
Alan Vest. Pictures of Col from 6 to 33. Col's 
Calendar unveils all the milestones in his 
career. 


There's lots to read in praise of one of 
Australia's finest. A typical KB United issue for 
this game and | know a treasured part of a 
friend's collection. 

COL CURRAN 
TESTIMONIAL 


OFFICIAL MATCH 
ADM AM ME 










40c 
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SOO.......PER LEAGUE GETS READY FOR ACTION 
By Green Rover 


March 23rd. Yes, that's right, six weeks after the First Division commences, the NSW 
Super League gets under way, this time with a straightforward 22 round competition, after 
last year's attempt to mimic the J-League and the K-Leaque failed dismially. 

And how it failed! Revenue was down by up to 60% at some clubs, no wonder some 
could not pay the bills, which included the hefty and contentious Federation fees. For their 
trouble, three sides lost lheir positions and it wasnt so thal a team, or teams, could come up 

A year ago Mount Druitt, who had been in the top flight only for two years, were relegated 
having found the going tough, but played to encouraging crowds and had a healthy and 
budding youth league set-up, which was growing nicely even in 1st Division. Money was too 
tight to mention and they sank further again this year, now dropping to 2nd Division. 

It was all in the name of reducing numbers, to get an even 12 teams in each of the top 
three divisions by 1999. Only three teams were promoted this year, Illawarra Lions, 
Rockdale Suns and Warringah Dolphins were all booted out. In came a team from out of the 
blue; well, ihe red, white and blue, to be precise. Sydney United are in and still looking for 
players and this experiment warrants examination. Was it not but a few short seasons ago 
that the NSL clubs in NSW fielded sides in the NSW Super League, which was split into two 
conferences of nine teams, with the winners meeting at the end of the year? None of the 
teams distinguished themselves and the formula was abandoned after just one year 
Again, revenue was down and clubs were bemused by the fact that they met some of the 
teams three times and the other nine... not at all. 


That js all history now, but to show that they mean business, this year the Federation 
organised a pre-season tournament with $11,000 in prize money over the six week hiatus 
from the start of First Division. The catch is that $9,000 goes to the winner and there 
wouldn't have been much revenue coming in, as games were staged as double and tnple- 
headers, no prizes for coming third or fourth, naturally. 

Anyway it all kicked off at Seymour Park on February 6, with the derby between 
Sutherland and St George. Macarthur vy Bankstown and Leichhardt v Canterbury were on 
the same, partly floodlit, bill, This was a chance to see who was playing where, assuming 
they stayed there when the season proper commenced. No doubt the clubs which perform 
poorly will sack coaches, release players, go broke and all the usual crises, The big question 
will be, where do we go from here 

The Federation makes no real secret of its ambition to control ail the clubs in NSW and 
lure them back into the State competition. tt does not wholeheartedly agree with the national 
leaque concepl and would love to have the likes of Marconi, Sydney United and Olympic lose 
interest and return to the fold, thus boosting revenue and the profile of the game at State 
level, Should the franchise arrangements, still being bandied about as the long-term 
solution to broadening Ihe base of (he Game here, succeed then it could well happen, 
though all three clubs seem to be heading in the right direction to fit into David Hill's own 
visionary plans 


Super League does have a part to play Overseas examples bear this out. Some 
supporters love the game and will travel far and wide to see the highest quality entertainment 
and are the kind of people the national leaque will always attract. Then there are those who 
like to see their own parochial or ethnic team play at a ground which has a homely fee! to it 
and where admission prices and crealure comforts allow for a more casual involvement, and 
a greater feeling of community Even Super League supporters have some distance to travel 
to many grounds, whereas if Sydney only winds up with one or two Encsson Cup games a 
week, in the long-term, many will resist the need to journey far from home and shell out big 
money to fallow a side which has lilthe emotional attachment for them. 


And so to Super Leaque 1997. Teams to watch out for include, as always, Parramatta 
Eagles, Sutherland, Bankstown, Canterbury and Bonnyrigg. 

What of Sydney United? Well, who knows? They must have a reason fo participate, 
but perhaps the Federation has a hidden agenda in inviting them tn at the expense of two 
relegated Macedonian teams - Rockdale and Illawarra. That may only be co-incidence and 
probably is, but imagine the supporters’ viewpoint of losing a spot and seeing a reserve 
feam from another, largely Croatian club take over! 


The pre-season got under way with triple-headers and double-headers and all this co- 
incided with the release of the flash, new, improved Federation magazine, strangely only 
available at the grounds during the pre-season series, but who are we to comment? First 
Division supporters had to wait until they got to the grounds to find out what was going on, 
but, hey, they always had the new, improved(?) Soccer Weekly to inform tnem, even if one 
of the games actually took place on the Sunday, when billed there as a Saturday fixture 

Flash looking magazine, all right, but it will only keep its buyers happy if it can inform 
accurately. There's not much point in listing all the players numbers if clubs - managers 
and coaches are mostly guilty here - don't stick to them. This 's a familiar complaint. 

| heard one player saying that he felt it was a waste cf time having players names at all, 
but then he was speaking as a player, whereas supporters want to know who they are 
watching. Don't they? 

So, with its much improved Matchday magazine and new look teams, Soccer NSW 
(perhaps soon to be Football NSW’) will hope to get more bums on seats this year, 


Clubs are keen to do well and have bought up big, or at least offered incentives to 
players to trial with them over the six weeks of the series. The carrot that Sydney United 
have dangled is the promise of graduation into the Ericsson Cup side, but what is in it for 
the fans? Question is, will the summer fans support the winter team or will it be a sea of 
empty concrete terraces which greets the clearly inferior team all season’? 

The piayers listed for pre-season are hardly top shelf, just familiar faces which have 
been around the traps for a while without getting established, hardly candidates for senior 
duty, More likely is that after a very ordinary start the United ranks will be boostec with 
Ericsson Cup stars, who will be able to earn money ail year round in one team or the other 
and become full-time professionals. It could work and maybe this is the ruse by which the 
NSW Federation can get the other big clubs back into the State competition and with it the 
large fees and superior facilities it craves to balance the books and put on more staif. 

So United are the mystery ingredient in this concoction, but what of the rest’? 


BANKSTOWN CITY 

The Lions impressed after a slow start in wining their first pre-season game with 
Macarthur and they are always going to be a chance with such a positive approach to their 
football. The long term future of the club may not be too certain, unless they can get more 
professional though, as ground improvements at Jensen Park are long overdue and the 
team management ofien seems to have a cavalier approach to official matters 

Within a few minutes of their first outing the opposition had slammed in a protest 
against use of a substitute not shown on the team sheet and the initial points gained could 
soon have been forfeited. It all comes back to that old chestnut A recognition of the 
importance of maintaining accurate records and keeping the public informed, Coaches are 
so keen to hide their selections from the other side that they often fool the supporters in the 
process and it backfires when they don't even tell their own officials of their plans, !t would 
be so much easier if the numbers in the programme could be relied upon and the ground 
announcer would only need to spend a moment of two announcing just the changes and 
not the full line ups. 








BLACKTOWN CITY 
_ Have recruited lots of new names, but it seems a bit of a mixed bag. The defence looks 
brittle, while the combination of Stuart Cleary and Sakis Boudaher alongside the still raw Ivo 


Ge Jesus could find it hard to strike up an understanding. The Demons will want to be a force 


and could sign more in a few weeks time 


BONNYRIGG 
Have introduced Darren locca and Paul Richardson from Sydney Cosmos who are not 
proven at this level in recent times, despite locca’s international experience. The rest are 
rh @s before, which could be of some benefit and maybe they will be among the top half 
ozen. 
CANTERBURY MARRICKVILLE 
Always attractive to watch, but rarely consistent, the Berries are well led by Spiro Hanitzis 


and could bring out the best in the stylish Jose Mendes and the speedy Jimmy Nikas, former 
Sydney Olympic juniors who were signed this year. Still not fancied as title chances, however 


CENTRAL COAST 

| Have lost some older players to retirement and brought back the enigmatic David 
Fitzsimmons in goal, but it is very much a home grown bunch which could struggle a little. 
Very hard to beat at Pluim Park, on their best form, though. 


LEICHHARDT TIGERS 

Larger than life coach Tony Pezzano has brought in a couple of new faces, but no really 
big names. It will be a well organised and balanced team and one which ought to finish 
nearer the top than the bottom, A strong keeper in Frank Mikuletic, reliable defenders like 
Martin Driene and Jeremy Pettenon and the pairing of Eric Williams and John Buonavoglia, 
snaffied frorn nearby clubs Rockdale and St. Georae, add some scoring potential and they 
don't give much away at the back either. 


MACARTHUR RAMS 


The Rams have had little to cheer about since gaining promotion, apart from the very early 


honeymoon period, but they are fighters and are strong at home, which is a big help. 

No big signings, hardly surprising given the limited funds of the local association, but the 
ground is the main priority at Lynwood Park where the grandstand will soon have a roof on 
and corporate boxes, as well as extra seating, and the lights are some of the best in the 


league. Saturday evening home games will be the big test to pull a crowd when the side lacks 


big names and |s unlikely to challenge for honours. 


PARRAMATTA EAGLES 
This is the blue riband side and why would you pick anyone to top them? Doug Utjesen- 
ovic has come in to coach them and inherits a very classy outfit indeed. It is relatively young, 
too, though tough front men like Geoff Gunning and Scott Gilbert will ensure that there is no 
pst = This ts the logical leader again, Sutherland perhaps being the most likely to 
ispute that. 


ST GEORGE 

The Saints have had to cut the budget and consequently lost a lot of players, but reason 
that they can do just as well with those who are proud to wear the red, white and green and 
have come through the ranks. The experience of new coach Frank Lang, long involved with 
the club, plus the stability provided by Paul Carter and Mike Grbevski and the iikelinood that 
Vince Savoca can pull a few rabbits out of the hat mean that all is not lost, but these Saints 
are more likely to come marching out than marching in, unless they can dig deep into their 
resources. 


SUTHERLAND SHARKS 

The reigning premiers have signed Anthony Versi from Blacktown and with Peter Terry 
continuing as coach they look like going close to retaining the title. Another club with 
Saturday night games to keep the turnstiles clicking over. 


Get the Book out! 


Red card to Collingwood Football Club for not allowing the Collinawood Warriors to linsh 
the season at Victoria Park. It was bad enough that they were charging them rent, bul with 
only two home maiches remaining the footy club decided they needed to train on Vic Paik 
after all. It's a pity that SocAus didn't make Collingwood stick to their initial agreement of 
staging ALL. of Collingwood's home games. We thought we'd seen the last of cold nights 
at Olympic Park, but the Monday night game against Sydney United will be a stark 
reminder of why the stadium has been superceded. 


Yellow card to Canberra Cosmos for not having a reserve goalkeeper on the bench ina 
recent match at Collingwood. Danny Milosevic took a knock to the back of the head and 
walked around in a daze conceding several goals. Teams take a risk by not having another 
‘keeper on the bench, it's a pity Danny had to suffer for it, Maybe it's time to allow for the 
naming of five substitutes. Where's Kevin Sheedy when you need him’? 


Yellow card to Ned Zelic for his continued inability to stand still during the national 
anthem. He was at it again before the match in Skopje, fidgeting away while his 
teammates at least had the decency to stand relatively still. Worse, Zelic decided to empty 
his gob of saliva just as the camera was going past him. Perhaps it was nerves after being 
out of any starting line-up for about six months, bul going on his past record, we doubt it. 


Yellow card to the editor of the Collingwood Warriors programme for the March 9 match 
against Canberra Cosmos. Remember at the time the Cosmos were last with two wins and 
were eighteen points out of the top six but the editor pointed out that the "game egainst 
Canberra Cosmos will be a chalienging one with both teams fighting to gain a place in the 
top six before the finals series". So, there you have it Cosmos fans, not_all is lost just yet 


Yellow card to South Melbourne for producing just the one matchday programme to cover 
the last three home games. In an apparent cost-cutting exercise (following the fines from 
the Ad City bus affair) the club are really cutting close to the bone. In this case however, it 
is 2 move that will backfire, How many people will buy one at the last two matches? 


And here comes fourth official Lou 'Diomis’ Maratos with arms flailing.... 


Red card to Dawid Hill for asking and accepting payment as Chairman of SecAus 
He stated publicly he wouldn't and he has done. And a Yellow card to'On the Ball’ for not 
taking this issue on, 


Red card to SocAus for not insisting on Venables to not hold an official position with a club 
team, Poor Eddie Thomson must be wondering what he did wrong to have had his name 
muddied by the Stewart Report. 


Red card to 'On the Ball’ for now showing not only the match of the day but also throwing 
ina flashback segment. It would be interesting if we managed lo see more of the current 
affairs or if it is necessary why don't they flashback to something interesting ie Socceroos 
in West Germany ‘74, 


Yellow card to Soccer SA for the lack of publicity to promote the visits of Nagoya Grampus 
Eight and the Japanese youth team 





And they're off | 
Tony Moran reports on the XXXX kick-off 


The 1997 XXXX Premier Leaque is 
finally off and running, and with a first 
round that gave us 17 goals in the four 
games it seems that this season will give 
us plenty of excitement and action on the 
field, if not off it. Friday 7th March saw 
Rochedale Rovers open their campaign 
with a 4-1 demolition of Wynnum. 

As in the Foundation Travel pre- 
season tournament final Rovers raced 
into an early lead, consolidated and then 
finished off their opponents as the game 
wore on, As in that final they conceded a 
late goal, and that could be something for 
coach, and ex-N.S.L. player Gary 
McDowell to keep an eye on as the 
season progresses. 

With the Strikers hosting Marconi on 
the Saturday night the O.S.F. decided to 
play the other three games at the same 
time on the Sunday afternoon - a decision 
condemned by many people here in 
Brisbane, especially this fan who wants to 
get in as many games as possible this 
season, 

So come 2.45 PM on the Sunday (9th 
March) was it a trip te Ipswich for 
Coaistars v Beenleigh, or a visit to 
Spencer Park for a replay of last years 
Grand Final between City and Lions; or a 
drive down the Riverside Expressway to 


_ catch the new Bundaberg Waves in their 


first game against Taringa ? 

A tough decision, but the Waves 
grabbed my curiosity, and especially how 
they would fare against one of the 
competition favourtes, Taringa Rovers 
When | arrived the youth tearns were half- 
an-hour into their game, and the Waves 
had crashed to a 3-0 deficit, and there 
were a few long faces on their bench. In 
the second half, however, they pulled two 
back, and ended up going down by the 
odd goal in five, and a creditable second 
half performance. 


Having met with a number of the 
Tannga officials over the past few weeks it 
has been made quite plain that they see 
their future in the younger players of the 
area, At their second pre-season training 
session they had over a hundred players 
trying out for the three grades! Their 
coach, John Ogden, has only three or 
four of last seasons first grade team in 
his premier squad, such has been the 
influx of players. And it showed on the 
park. They were 2-0 up by half-time in the 
main game, and by hali-way through the 
second-half were 5-1 up, eventually 
winning 6-2. 


As for the Waves . . . They were just 
that half-yard slower, and not as sharp as 
their hosts. But they will have learned 
from that game, and must now regroup 
for their first home tie against Coalstars 
next week. In the other two games, 
Beenleigh scored a rare win away at 
Goalstars (2-1), whilst City defeated Lions 
4-0. 


Overall Rochedale Rovers are being 
tipped to be the favourites to take the title, 
whilst Lions, City and Taringa should also 
make the top four. However the 
Bundaberg Waves may cause a few 
problems at home, and take vital points 
from some of these teams when up there, 
with the other three, Beenleigh, Wynnum 
and Coalstars fighting it out for the 
wooden spoon 

As | write this City have just defeated 
Beenleigh in the first of the round two 
games, which leaves them clear at the top 
of the table (for a few hours at least) with 
two wins out of two 





News from the Capital - By Nick Guoth 


Much has been happening in the 
nation’s capital over the last month and 
there are many items to report about for 
the future. The local scene has finally 
commenced and meanwhile we await with 
bated breath as to the future of the local 
A-League team, 

As you read this column you may 
know whether there will be A-League 
soccer in Canberra during the 1997-98 
season or not. We will see if all the efforts 
of the Cosmos management will come 
through. They believe that through the 
latest two major sponsorships and all the 
other work behind the scenes, Soccer 
Australia will allow the Cosmos to 
continue for at least another season. 

The results certainly haven't been 
good, except the crushing of Perth, and 
the latest loss to Gippsland means that 
the team is destined for the wooden 
spoon without doubt. 

So how can a team that boasts four 
Australian youth players - including the 
captain - be in such a position? Probably 
@ much harder question will be how can 
we keep these players or if we do lose 
them can we get anything for them to 
help buy new players? 


On the local scene the Federation Cup 
is nearly over and not without its bit of 
controversy, After the results from the 
semi-finals Olympic was set to play 
Canberra City, but it appears that City 
played an ineligible player and hence 
have not only lost its right to play in the 
final, but also in the 3rd place play-off. 
Belconnen United (who lost to City) will 
take their place in the game on the 23rd 
March. 

Games in the local league 
commenced last weekend with the 4th 
Division and the Masters Division playing 
their first rounds. Last season's Masters 
premiers Canberra Deakin showed that 


they will again be a powerful force with a 
big win. The team contains a nurnber of 
ex-National League players from quite a 
few years back. 


A number of imporiant events are 
coming up in Canberra over the next six 
months. The Kanga Cup for all young 
players will be held over the first week of 
July. Teams from all around Australia 
and some from overseas compete in this 
event. The Australian Masters Games will 
be held towards the end of the year and 
already numbers for the over-35 and over- 
45 events are getting near capacity. 

Two important building developments 
are to reach very special stages. The new 
home of the ACTSF along with the 
AWSA, the Cosmos and an office of 
Soccer Australia will be available for 
occupation mid next month. Also, the 
new ground for the Belconnen Soccer 
Club is literally in the final stages of 
planning with actual construction 
expected to start in the next few weeks 


Steve Doszpot, President of the 
ACSF, has been travelling to help make 
contacts for soccer in the ACT. He went 
to Indonesia just recently to help build ties 
between the two countries. Steve has 
also been chosen as one of the 
representatives of SocAus to go to 
Budapest for Australia's next international. 


Finally, | want to mention again the 
ACTSF web site al 
http://www. actsf_org,au/ and all the work 
being done including the current season 
and the extensive coverage of the history 
of soccer inthe ACT. Also there is the 
soon to be included Hall of Fame where 
we are looking for peaple to nominate 
others. Visit the site, you'll be surprised 
al (he coverage 





McGrath installed as new All White coach. 


Glory Boys - An extract from the 'Perth Glory Supporters Club A cross-Tasman update from Derek Walker 


Newsletter’ - independently produced by John Kellett. For further info contact 


; i.e . As expected and predicted in my last column, Joe McGrath has been appointed as the 
John at 18 Newport Gardens, Hiltarys 6025 WA new coach of the New Zealand paliond soccer team. McGrath had been inthe employ ol 
The disappainting run continued with the 2-0 loss at home to embattled Collingwood Soccer New Zealand for some twelve months as Technical Director, and his promotion irom 
Collingwood, who are having more trouble than they deserve, were worthy winners. Their | within is seen by most as a very positive step as the game in New Zealand moves towards 
first goal was something out of the Roy of the Rovers comic book. What a well taken free | the second millenium, Indeed, McGrath's contract, the longest ever signed by a rational 
kick. Their second was something from Monty Python. What a pathetic effort from our | coach in this country, takes him beyond that milestone and into the next century, and will 


expire upon New Zealand's elimination from the 2002 World Cup, at whatever stage tha! 


esteemed goalkeeper. To add insult to injury he tried to blame Buljubasic for his mistake. Apne Ul 
elimination may come. 


With the Collingwood player casually following the ball to limit Glory's options suddenly he 
was presented with an easy chance, and took full advantage of the late Christmas present. 

Glory applied lots of pressure bul no danger to the Collingwood defence. Eariy in the 
game they seemed reluctant to have a shot. Always trying for a better angle, position. open 
goal etc. Later in the game after getting instructions from the crowd, they seemed to shcot 
from anywhere, The result was the corner flags were in grave danger of being hit, but not 
the back of the net. 

On a more positive note, Tony, he of the flowing locks, Carbone had a great game. It's 
good to have a player with some vision and skill to match. His only downfall was some of 
his teammates were more at home with the local premier league teams than the cream of 
the English Premier league, Notts Forest?7??7 Tony will develop into Glory's player of the 
year, not this but next. The only question to be asked is "will he still be around or will he go 
back to Sorrento?" The lure of the glamour of the Percy Doyle oval will be hard to beat. 

One more positive note. The dancing girls are now at least past the age of puberty. 
They are more entertaining than the team, and a whole lot better looking, Nick Tana should 
put them on at the end of the game to keep the unfaithful ones from leaving early. 

The signing of Robert Zabica was a masterstroke. With Robert we have a top class 
goalie, also he is worth an extra defender with his organisation of his defence. Enough of 
lhe sarcasm, The effort against Gippsland was much better, according to Gary Marocchi. 
It's a sad time when a 1-1 draw against shit opposition is an improvement. Still the one 
points keeps us in seventh spot, ready to leap back into contention for the play offs, Top 
two is out of the question, but a team has won the cup from fifth spot. li seems that 
Gippsland were very negative, again quoting Gary. With all the slight injuries we received, 
and the booking the Gippsland players received, negative play must be a term to describe 
a load of dirty bastards. 

Well what will the remaining games have in store for our team? Sydney United will be 
the best tearm to visit the Perth Oval. They are a class oulfil, the only problem | can see are 
the players names. There are more “itches” than a measles enidemic, Most of our British 
fans can't pronounce most of the Glory players names. The Sydney players will be referred 
to as No. 10 or No. 6 of the big fat sod. | can see a Glorious revival here and a win to Glory 

3-2. 
re Adelaide City away will be a hard one. Their defence is very frugal with letting goals in. 
Their attack ts also quite frugal with scoring goals, A good result would be a draw. We 
beat them 2-1 at home, so they will not want the double against them. 

Brisbane are back on track after playing badly since our 5-1 drubbing against them at 
Suncorp. They also will not want the drubbing repeated. but | forecast a win for us here. 

Wollongong away will bring home the three points for us. They are in a similar position 
as US at the moment, Glory will be well out of their low patch and looking at the finals. 

South Melbourne at home is the last game of the home and away games. They were 
lucky to beat us 7-0 in Melbourne. This time their intimidating squad of deadheads will not 
be present to help them. A win for Glory, 

Final game at Melbourne Knights will be a hard one. We beat them 3-2 at Perth but will 
struggle at their home ground. | can't see Glory coming home with anything here, 

All in all | see a place in the six. Not the best place, first or second, but a place. 


For many years Joe McGrath was a staff coach under the enormously successful Jack 
Charlton regime that took soccer in the Republic Of Ireland from a seemingly incurable 
position of under achievers to being one of the better performed teams on the world fields 
The very fact that McGrath was a disciple of Charlton's would immediately suggest that 
All-White fans should brace themselves for a diet of long-ball, nit-and-serap football. 

But in his first few weeks as coach, McGrath has given a number of hints that this may 
not necessarily be the case. To begin with he has stated that one area in which he thinks 
New Zealand has real strength is in the midfield. He says that we have a number of 
talented players in these positions who are extremely comfortable on the ball. 

He has also said that it is his intention to do away with the current 4-4-2 lineup favoured 
by his predecessor Keith Pritchett and move towards a more modern "3 at the back with 
wingbacks" system, a system that very much is en vogue on the world stage. These two 
comments alone would appear to suggest that it won't at all be a Wimbledon style game 
that the fans of New Zealand have to endure over the coming years. 


Looking closer at Joe McGrath's appointment as national coach, and one can't help but 
feel that SNZ has got it right. As a coach in this country, Joe is considered second to none 
when it comes to tactical appreciation of the game. His work with our junior sides has been 
impressive, as has his work in "coaching the coaches" Also, McGrath has something that 
iS Crucial at this level of football; the respect of the players, and perhaps the lack of that vital 
Ingredient is the one thing that most sealed Keith Pntchett's fate. 





Domestically, the league series of our National League has just been completed, with 
' Napier City Ravers just edging Central United for top spot. Miramar Rangers, for so lona 
the leaders of the league, endured an incredible slump and in the end didn't even make AP 
top four play-offs. So much for spending $70,000 on signing Justin Fashanu, I'd suggest 
that Miramar were right now wishing they'd spent that money, or at least some of it, on 
keeping their influential All-White midfielder Chris Jackson in the country. 

To most, Jackson's move to the unfortunately named Tampinese Rovers of Singapore 
was the catalyst behind Rangers astonishing collapse. So the top four teams in the 
national league who head into the playoffs are Napier City Rovers, Central United, 
defending champions Waitakere City and North Shore United. Well done Auckland, three 
out of four ain't bad! 


Se a a, a a ee ce se ee ee ee ea 


Overseas press watch - From the (English) Sunday Telegraph - Jan 26 
"Terry Venables presented his new employers willi a neally wapped success”, 
“Harassing a dour, defence-minded Norwegian squad and hitting a deserved winner after 
73 minutes” ; “Olsen was also of the opinion that Australia's absent foreign-based stars 
were nol noticeably better than the par-limers who oulplayed Is ieamn” 
ferry Venables: “They don't look like part-timer plavers to me | have been impressed by 
their all-round ability.... From now on /'il start to have Australia’s players fram abroad 
availiable and weil see if the systein suils everyLiody" 








Dear Studs Up - po Box 53, Oakleigh South 3167 


In an effort to avoid receiving a mail-box full of abusive responses, the author 
has preferred to use the unusual nom-de-plume of Jim Bouki, which will apparentiy 
have the Greeks giggling... Anyway, as Letter of the Month he receives a six-pack 
of SU's + the latest copy of ‘The Farr Post’ courtesy of Tony Moran. Cheers Tony! 


Dear SU, 

| fee! its time that | put pen to paper and inform SU and its legion of readers of my 
disgust as to the current state of SocAus administration. In many ways | will be going over 
old ground but since SU has become a barometer of the feelings of the Australian soccer 
public it has to be the place where the so called ‘average fan’ can have his/her say. 


Well, Mr David Hill has barged his way on to the upper echelons of Aussie soccer and 
he sure has “grabbed the bull by the horns” so to speak and run with his own personal 
agenda. | am the first to praise his efforts, for Aussie saccer has become somewhat more 
professional and he has made some quite substantial gains for the game here in a very 
short space of time. The key factor here is that he has implemented his own personal 
agenda which has put many people offside (pardon the pun) and of course given the pro 
football lobby of our daily media the opportunity to have a field day with the image of our 
game following the ramifications of some of his decisions. 


A key element of his personal agenda of late seems to be remuneration for his services 
A leftover recommendation from the Stewart report was the need to have a Chairman who 
is not paid by the game to act as an independent, conilict-interest free leader of our game. 
What do we get? Despite campaigning on the grounds that he wouldn't accept money 
from SocAus to be Chairman, David Hill is being paid on a financial retainer for his services 
to the game. What a joke! Why is he negotiating for TV rights? What has happened to 
the Marketing Manager, whom should be the one taking the lead role in such activities? 
Why would the board accept a TV deal that Hill has negotiated? Would the deal be in his 
best interests or in Aussie soccer's best interest? Is this all to suit David Hill's own personal 
agenda? Why has the media in general been so quiet about this issue? Is it because they 
are threatened to lose their access to information/coverage of the sport or have they seen it 
all before and are bored with a recurring issue? What do soccer's key stakeholders have to 
say about this? 


His appointment of Terry Venables has far more positives than negatives to it but the 
one major negative has to be the decision by SocAus to insisi on Venables not from 
holding an official position with a club side As the major shareholder of the Portsmouth 
Football club, Venables faces charges of a conflict of interest, especially now that Zeljko 
Kalac looks like being signed by that club, It doesn't matter that Venables supposedly had 
nothing to do with the signing, the fact that he can profit substantially from any future sale 
of the player makes this kind of situation unpalatable, it also smacks of possible bias when 
it comes to team selection. Does a player joining his club get preferential treatment when it 
comes to Socceroo selection? Does a player joining his club get shosen to represent the 
Socceroos in order to boost his market price? It has to be said this does noi mean Kaiac 
has done anything wrong These warnings were given out by many a media commentator 
prior fo Venables’ appointment. Venables himself cannot be blamed, the blame rests 
squarely on the shoulders of SocAus and the main negotiator behind the Venables 
appointment, David Hill, 





Aussie soccer ts still recovering from the expensive, (financial and image wise), Stewart 
report, the consequences of which in some cases eg. Labbozzella, is still being played aul 
and in other cases eg: Eddie Thomson, has thrown our World Cup campaign into the 
unknown. How must Eddie Thomson feel now that what helped him make the decision ta 
leave our shores is now totally ignored by the present boara?’ Whal an expensive waste ol 
time and money etc, that inquiry has become now that SocAus has shown that it has learnt 
nothing from it all. 


| for one do not expect any answers and as my, and others, enthusiasm for the game 
begins fo wane | wonder where the game in this country is headed when we cannot afiord 
to pay our Socceroos decent wages, where we cannot afford another ‘Blues v Travellers’ 
game, where the media is not allowed access to the highest profile man ever te hold office 
in our game (Venables), when you have to stand in the rain or scorcning sun to watch an 
Ericsson Cup game, when you cannot even buy a programme at an A-Leaque game. 
where every second or third person you see in the streets is wearing some piece of foctball 
merchandise which has nothing to do with soccer, when basically we continue to be treated 
like a bunch of dorks whilst others milk the game for all it's worth. 


Has anybody in soccer's upper echelons heard of morals or principles? | have onlv 
asked a few questions but like | stated above, | am lcsing my enthusiasm, 


Peter Sannino would like to make a number of valid points about the 
ongoing Docklands saga. 


Dear SU, 

Much has been said and written lately in the Melbourne media regarding the facilities 
and tenancy of the new Docklands stadium. Already Super League's chief John Ribot has 
publicly declared that Super League will have a team playing out of Melbourne's new state- 
of-the-art’ stadium by the year 1999, the year in which the Victorian Government have 
committed themselves to completion of the project. Not fo be outdone, the ARL (with its 
confirmed support of the small rugby league fraternity in Melbourne) has also publicly aired 
its clear intention to have a Melbourne rugby league team playing out at Docklands, 

By the time readers browse through this edition of SU the AFL would have made its 
decision concerning involvement in Docklands. With their recent record of experimentation 
to enforce absolute saturation of their code of football in Victoria over any other, il is most 
probable that despite any protest from its Melbourne based clubs, they will participate in the 
Docklands venture. That decision will ultimately mean alternate configuration of the 
Docklands playing area (at additional expense) and to obtain maximum benefit for these 
rival codes over our 'real football’ game, there is the likelihood of AFL and rugby league 
matches being played regularly each week for as much as nine months of the year 


Surprisingly, and of real concern to ‘real football’ devotees, is the profound silence 
emanating out of Soccer Ausiralia HQ. {t begs the question whether SA are really 
interested in competing or co-operating with other football codes in the Docklands project, 
bearing in mind the commitment to build the stadium was made by the Victorian 
Government in order that the state could participate with rival cities in securing the hosting 
of the majority of matches in the 2000 Olympics football tournament. Obviously the other 
football codes in their clamour of viewing Docklands as yet another promotional gain have 
clearly forgotten why Docklands was perceived in the first place! 

To a lesser extent the new Homebush stadium in Sydney - where | understand the 20C0 
Olympics football final will be played, poses a similar problem, There has been talk that 
provided the ground configuration at Homebush can be such as to properly accomodate 
Aussie Rules, the the AFL will consider relocatirig Sydney Swans or having a secanc 
Sydney team (are they really serious?) permanently at Homebusn by year 2UU0, 





These scenarios would indicate that unless Soccer Australia administrators act quickly 
and announce its plans for these new venues, then it is most likely that our code will be ‘left 
out in the cold’ yet again! We cannot afford a golden opportunity let pass by simply having 
these new stadiums utilised for perhaps only one or two international matches per year, 

Of course the dilemma confronting SocAus Js trying to establish a requiar patronage to 
these stadiums on a weekly basis throughout the season, Current Melbourne and Svdnev 
based national league clubs can rarely attract 10,CC0 spectators, fet alone fill or even half- 
fill a 50-60,000 stadium. Moreover, in developing their own present facilities at some cost, 
why should these clubs ever contemplate relocation? It would not make financial sense. 
With club merges most unlikely, it is my belief that unless SocAus have some ‘Grand plan’ 
in the pipeline that can achieve financial gains and much areater exposure for our game. 
then any ongeing involvement in Docklands and Homebush would become a financial 
embarassment to our code. 


Paul Gearing is ready to re-ignite the penalty shoot-out debate 
Dear SU, 


Before we know it the World Cup will be upon us aiong with some very big games. 

Up to now, to my knowledge, a drawn game is still decided on a penalty shoot-out, and 
although this gets a result it is almost unanimously agreed that this is an unsatisfactory 
method, | believe in the USA in a drawn situation each player is allowed to dribbie 
unimpeded (by defenders) one-on-one against the keeper from a 35 yard line This adds a 
more interesting twist, but the outcome Is basically the same as the penalty shoot-out. 

The extra-time is a fairly good addition but an extra thirty minutes that initially was to 
spur each team inte tout-and-out attack for that elusive winning goa! has almest invariably 
ended in stoic defence, not to concede the losing goal. 

Johnny Warren, the SBS champion of ethnic old-time soccer (but that's another story) 
advocates periodically (say, every five minutes) withdrawing a player from each team until 
there are seven a side to slog it out, surely a recipe to further fall back in defence, 
particularly as players will tire quickly. 


| believe a trial should be given to the idea of counting shots which hit the goal frame as 
a point. In a draw situation only, the win should be awarded to the tearm with the most 
points. One of the obvious positives to this method is you nave got io attack (or at the very 
least get the ball towards the white rectangular structure) to get a point, There is no way to 
defend (even in numbers) high balls over, say, three feet above head height, so | believe 
this rule would encourage attacking football. A point would only be awarded when the ball 
strikes the goal frame and comes back into play, as a deflection would be very hard to 
detect, other than with electronic equipment. Two pints for two successive strikes on the 
woodwork (or even more) is debatable, The goal frarme would have to be of standard 
round-section worldwide. 

One of the negative sides to this rule js the fear that soccer, the worid's greaiesi sport, 
would sink to the depths of a USA-style or a AFL-style circus, when you start adding paints 
to goals. But as mentioned before, the points are only tallied in the event of a draw, 

| believe the idea of enlarging the goal was perhaps dropped for fear of changing our 
great game into a circus. But think about it, when the rules were made about 125 years 
ago the average height of man was say about a full 6-S" shorter than a man of today (and 
Increasing). Surely this is simply just redressing the balance and not creating a circus. 


The worst thing to do is nothing and gel another Worid Cup final iike ihe last encounter, 
No goals and a penalty shoot-out may be oreat for us punsts, but most bewildering to the 
many newly converted fans. Readers ideas and commenis would be mest appreciated. 





Next up is Andre Kruger who, as usual, provides plenty of variety in his 
correspondence... 


Dear SU, 


Last month | read an interview in a FIFA magazine with Marco Van Basten, Ornw 
question was, whal can 4 world-class coach do for a soccer lean? His answel Wilts, iiiell 
fram ten top coaches only one can bring better results. six changed nothing - they Vein) oily 
confusion - and three cf them weaken the team. | hope that Venables is ihe cre! 

| read aiso thet Mr Venables saio that the Socceroos with ther current torn Gan reach iw 
last sixteen at the World Cup, But that means Australia has to qualify and cet 'n the secon 
round. The history of Ausiralian soceer shows thai big words are sometivies dangenvus As 
a@ football coach vou have to know the next game will be the hardest 
50, be careful with Your words Terry. | hepe you listen alse to the home-based coaches 


On February 15 the second round of the Bundesliga began. During the break 
Kaiserslautern brought beck Wynton Ruter from Japan. He wanis to play just a half year 
because trom July, Wynton wants to coach the New Zealano U1/ team, with a wew to 
eventually becoming national coach. Also, Norwegian international Tore Pedersen is back 
with St Pauli (from Hamburg). He disappeared for three days after his return from the 
OVW SS in Australia. 


Many eyes are on Moenchengladbach, Mon played some good test games and he 
scored his first goals. Two against Rheydter SV (5-1) from the fourth division and one 
against Duisburg (4-1). But against bigger opponents, Borussia lost and they have the 
same problems as last year, they did not score a single goal, So coach Bongartz 's under 
big pressure. Playing away is always a horror trip for Gladbach. They drew one game and 
lost eight without scoring a goal. 

li's time for a chance for Mori, But most people in Germany say that the Bundesliga is 
too big for Damian. One week before the start cf the second round, Glacbech played a flash 
tournament in Rome. Three teams played each other for forty-five Minuies. Borussia losi to 
Ajax (Q-1) and Roma (0-3). Mori stayed at home because of a calf problem, 
Moenchengladbach's first game was in Bielefeld against the Arminia. Borussia played very 
badly, but this time they had the luck on tneir side. Juskowiak (remember the 1992 Olympic 
semi-final?) scored in the 39th minute - Gladbach's first away goal for 905 minutes (date 
195.96) He scored again in the SGth to make it 2-0. The coach changed two forwards, bul 
Mon remained on the bench. 


Finally, someone who wants us to believe he is the President of VEFA.... 


Dear Sir/Madam 

We in Geneva take a keen interest in your fine publication. Joe Heavylunge and Sepp 
Bladder get quite hot under the collar when 'SU' doesn't get here on time. However, we lake 
exception to one piece of misinformation in your latest (otherwise great) issue. Arthur Deriary 
states in his letter that the European Cup is contested by “clubs whe finish on top of then 
domestic leagues’. Wrong. Does he not know of the European Champions Leaque's recent 
changes to include several non-champions? Derian, GET YOUR FACTS STRA!IGH| 
Yours sincerely 


Lennart ‘who ate all the pies?’ Johannson 


PS. I'm not racist. as evidence of this | have used black ink in this letter 

P.P.S. Can | count on your support in 71996 for the FIFA Presicency? 

PP.PS. | nave taken an interest in my spiritual brother John ‘Five Bellies Mirktivall | lew 
is he going’? 








Did that REALLY happen? 


FEBRUARY 

11 - Nagoya Grampus Eight defeat West Adelaide 4-1 in a friendly at Hindmarsh. Dragan 
Stojkovic scores Nagoya's fourth after setting up a coupie for Mochizuki. Aiex Casiro gets 
WA's consolation 

19 - Marconi draw 1-1 with Vissel Kobe at Marconi Stadium, and only about 2,000 are on 
hand to see special quest Danielle Massaro score the equaliser for Marconi. 

20 - UTS Olympic is awarded the three points and a 3-0 scoreline following Collingberg's 
decision not to play the Round 17 match on Feb 16. UTSO will alsa seek compensation 
Alex Kuzmanovic is cited under Law XIII, Violent Conduct, for his actions during the Sth 
Melb / Ad City match. 

21 - South Meibourne is fined $10,000 for various breaches of Ericsson Cup regulations, 
including $1,000 for "Failure to provide safe escort away from the ground..." As Greg 
Blake nghtly points out later, there are thirteen other clubs in the league who breach this 
reguiation every time they play at home! 

24 - The Euroroos meet up in London for a three day training camp with Terry Venables. 
SocAus announces a4 national alliance with Mars Confectionery to the Snickers Super Skills 
program, 

26 - Former Port Adelaide Magpies Aussie Rules marketing guru Kay Dobrilla is appointed 
full-time marketing manager of Adelaide City. 

28 - SocAus announces that South Melbourne must pay a further $10,000 fine for the 
‘Costanzo Affair and the club will be placed on a bond of $50,000 until June 30, 1998 
Meanwhile Alex Kuzmanovic is fined $7,500 - the highest individual fine in the leaque's 
history. 


MARCH 

1 - Sad day for Adelaide with Radio SRPH announcing its immediate withdrawal fram its 
live coverage of A-League games in Adelaide (and its preview and post-show segments as 
well) due fo budgetary constraints after six years of some of the best soccer coverage in the 
country. 

3 - SocAus announces the 18 man squad to play FYRoM in Bitola (not Skopie'!) 
Goalkeepers: Mark Bosnich (Aston Villa), Mark Schwarzer (Middlesbrough) 

Defenders: Mehmet Durakowic (Selangor), Steve Horvat (Hajduk), Harry Kewell (Leeds), 
George Kulscar (Antwerp), Craig Moore (Rangers), Tony Vidmar (NAC Breda) 

Midfielders’ Steve Corica (Wolves), Lucas Neill (Millwall), Robbie Slater (Southampton), 
Josip Skoko (Hajduk), Danny Tiatto (Salernitana), Ned Zelic (Auxerre) 

Forwards: John Aloisi (Cremonese), Damian Mori (Borussia Moench.), Aurelio Vidmar 
(Tenerife), Mark Viduka (Cro. Zagreb) 

Stand-by players: Paul Agostino (Bristol City), Andrew Bernal (Reading), John Filan 
(Coventry), Lou Hristodoulou (Panathinaikos), Shaun Murphy (WBA), Kevin Muscat 
(Crystal Palace), Joe Spiteri (Sturm Graz) 

Stand-by (subject to fitness): Jason Van Blerk (Millwall), Stan Lazaridis (West Ham) 

° - Adamstown Rosebud chairman Michael Wagstaff announces the the club will withdraw 
from the 1997 NSW Super League season after the playing staff decided against playing 
for free. The club subsequently announces they will apply to re-join the NBN Soccer 
League which kicks off on April 11, while the 1997 Super League season will comprise just 
eleven clubs and will operate with a bye. 

6 - Transfer movement in South Australia: 

Paul Higgens - Adelaide Blue Eagles to Port Pirie City; Denis Medic and Bruno Giovaniello 
- Croydon Kings to White City Woodville, Damian Stam - Elizabeth Rams to Woorlville 
Michael Stephenson - Para Hills to Modbury Jets 

Also, SA Soccer's Mutual Community Federation Cup will commence on March 15 with a 
Preliminary round. 





7 - Ex-Socceroo goalkeeper Robert Zabica joins Perth Glory from local club Spearwood, 
just beating the transfer deadline. The previous week the Glory signed former Youth 
Socceroo and Nottingham Forest player Tony Carbone. SocAus and Terry Venables find 
themselves in the firing line over the possible signing of Zeljko Kalac to English club 
Portsmouth, Conflict of interest? See the Stewart Repori. While we are ai il, is (here a 
conflict of interest with David Hill setting up his own company to provide consulting services 
to negotiate television rights for SocAus? West Adelaide Sharks sign an agreement with 
Chinese Super League club Quingdao Etsong Hainu lor exchange visits wnicn will involve 
games, business and cultural links. The first game will be at Thebarton Oval in June 
10 - SocAus Vice-Chairman Basil Scarsella starts to make noises about another inquiry, 
this time into the proposed transfer of Kalac to Portsmouth with concerns surrounding 
Venables and a possible conflict of interest. 
{2 - The A-League's top two marksmen, Sydney United pair David Zdrilic and Ante Milicic 
try their hand at milking cows at the Opera House in a clash-of-the-football-codes promotion 
for the Royal Easier Show, On a more serious note, Adarnstown Rosebud's future js still 
uncertain after the ten Northern NSW first division clubs are split 5-5 on whether the Buds 
should be re-admitted. 
14 - The Ericsson Cup Tribunal upholds Collingberg’s appeal against the loss of points 
from its unplayed Round 17 game against UTS Olympic. The tribunal decides that the 
game must be played, and UTSO are stripped of the three points they had received. 
The Adamstown saga continues with the NSWSF still unable to Gecide whether they wili 
punish Rosebud for their late withdrawal from Super League A full board meeting is 
deemed necessary but with some of the boardmembers overseas at the moment... 
If Adamstown are given the all-clear to re-join the NNSVWV competition, the first division will 
be expanded to 12 teams, but the season starts on April 11, remember 
19 - SocAus announces the appointment of current President, the Hon. Neville Wran AC, 
QC. to the role of Australian soccer's Head of Delegation to the Sydney 2000 Olympics. 
21 - Topper Breakers’ season ts effectively over with a 1-2 home loss to the emerging 
Melbourne Knights. The Breakers’ cause is nol helped when Jason Bennelt cops a sofiball 
in the face during the warm-up, or when they are 0-2 down after four minutes. 
22 - The board of Soccer Australia makes a number of headline-making decisions, First up 
Is the decision to overturn the Appeals Board verdict and stick with its original decision to 
award UTS Olympic three points and a 3-0 victory over Collingberg, but the difficult choice 
over whether to include them for the 97/98 season is not needed after Collingberg decide 
not to submit an application. Unlike Canberra and Gippsland, who are aiven two extra 
weeks to submit new applications. 
sydney United are included on the proviso they play ali their nome games at Parramatta 
Stadium and Ivan Simic ts not pleased, especially as his club is currently negotiating with 
four ‘major venues for next season. In a press release direct from Croatia Sydney Soccer 
Football Club Ltd he states: 
‘1am extremely disappointed and critical of the timing of Soccer Australia's 
statement, coming as it does right in the middle of our negotiations with each of 
fhe grounds, United has clearly demonstrated to Soccer Australia that we are a 
leading club both on and off the field and we feel we do not need to be fold ina 
public forum, like a little schoolchild, our Guties and responsibilities. 
! want to make it quite clear that United's Board, management and mempers 
are responsible for making the decision about where the Pumas play. | find the 
whale thing especialy surprising considering Soccer Australia fas Seen Kept 
informed about ail these negotiations thraugnout the entire process" 
Oh, and buried away under all that news was the squad to play Hungary, The four new 
additions are Tony Popovic, Kevin Muscat, Stan Lazaridis and Graham Arnola. 
sadly, the SocAus press release uses the headline "Socceroos Hungarv for more 
success”, Oh dear.... 
Ericsson Cup top six after 22 rounds: Sydney United 46, Brisbane 38, 
South Melbourne 37, Adelaide City 36, Marconi 36, Perth 32. 





INTERNET NEWS by Greg Stock 


Over the past couple of months another few Australian web sites have appeared out of 
the mire that is the World Wide Web. It seems that one of the biggest growth industries in 
Australia is web sites with literally everyone with a web address trying to gel in on the act. 
As a result the number of Australian based soccer web sites have arown from one about 
three years ago to the twenty or so that dominate the scene. This may not seem a lot to the 
uninitiated but since Australia is still only now coming to gnps with the web, this list will only 
get larger and its great to see 


WOLLONGONG WOLVES - http://203.61.124.10:80/wolves/ 

in SU20 | mentioned an official Wollongong Wolves web site was now operational and 
that has been confirmed. Initially the site was run by an Illawarra based service provider but 
that has now changed and at the time of going to print | am still unsure of who is 
responsible for the maitenance of the site. The site is not all that graphically strong but 
does offer all the usual information about the club. How fo become a member, player 
profiles, news and views are all available as is a weekly tipping comp. where if you can tip 
the results from all A-League games you can win yourself a Wolves pack. Oh and don't 
forget to check out the Wolf Howl page which contains all the goss at the club 


WEST ADELAIDE SHARKS SITE - http://www. wantree.com.au/~pgeorgar/sharks 

An unofficial West Adelaide site is now up and running and giving us all the good 
vibes and inside news on the Sharks. Run by Peter Georgaras the site is still in its infancy 
but looks to have all the basics covered. Peter provides the visitor with team profiles, news 
and views, the opportunity to have your say and plenty of pics to keep the fans happy, 
Peter is also currently negotiating with the club to go "official" and hopes to have the 
current site expanded in the near future. 


SOUTH AUSTRALIAN WOMENS SITE - http://www.camtech.net.au/FREE/soccer 

Whilst on the topic of the South Australia this womens site provides quite a deal of 
interesting news on the current team doing battle in the Ansett Australia Summer Series. 
With the success the Sth Aussie side has been enjoying this site is the first one you should 
visit should you wish to catch up on the results and news of the competition, 


ACT SOCCER FEDERATION - http://www.actsf.org.au 

Run by regular SU correspondant Nick Guoth this site has a recent address change 
and has also been updated with a whole lot of new information. Nick has been hard at work 
in the National library pouring over old newspapers and has updated his history of the ACT 
page to include all the material he has found. Definately worth revisiting if you haven't had 
a look for a while. 


STH MELB. OFFICIAL SITE - http://www.ozemail.com.au/~smlakers/welcome.html 
Congratulations to webmaster Damian Smith on the great news that this South 
Melbourne site has gone “official. After working on his own site far many months he has 
finally been acknowledged by the club and is now running the site on behalf of the club, He 
has also undergone a change of address and his site has been updated and includes a 
great history page and some great inside "goss" on whats going down at South. Damian 
has invested a lot of time and effort into this project and the result, a world class web site. 


Just remember any other sites you would like looked at drop me a line at 
<sunny@spin.net.au> and | would be more than happy to include it in the next issue 
In SU23 | hope to look at some of the more interesting Asian soccer sites that are out 
there 





BULLETIN BOARD 


Special Book Offer 


“The Making of the Team - Venables‘ England" 

This hard back book with over 200 pages, published in 1996 and worth $35, is yours 
for just $24 incl P & P. It recounts the time from Venables appointment as England 
manager up to just before Euro 96. An informative easy to read book. SU readers are 
being offered first choice of El Tel’s memories in those pre-Euro 96 days. There are 
only three copies available so don't delay. Send payment to: 

Ewen Anderson, P O Box 5155, Alexandra Hills, Qid 4767 


History of WA Soccer available. 

Word has crept through from Perth that well-known soccer writer 
Richard Kreider has produced a book called something like "1896-1996 - 
A century of WA soccer". Even though we can't tell you the exact name of 
the book we can give you the ISBN No. 0646293761. The cost is 
believed to be around $20.00. 

Or you can contact Richard via P O Box 444, Cloverdale 6105 or Tel: 
(09) 479-7217 


Details on 1957 'split' sought. 

Peter Smith is keen to know a little more about the formation of the NSW 
Federation of Soccer Clubs in 1957, and the subsequent barney with the 
previous association over recognition which stretched all the way to Zurich. If 
there are any ‘mature’ readers from Sydney who can help him out he can be 
contacted via ‘SU’. 


Those of you who haven't picked up on it yet should tune into ‘Atletico Partick’ 
on ABC-TV, Monday nights about 9:30pm. It is a six-part comedy series 
revolving around an amateur team the likes of which most of us have played 
with or against at some point in our lives. 





Look out for..... 


MARCH 

29 - Gippsland v Newcastle will be played at the earlier time of 6:00pm, replacing 
the orginal 7:30 timesiot. 

31 - Collingwood host Sydney United in a Monday night fixture at Olympic Park. 
Kick-off at 7:00pm. 


APRIL 

8 - Euro C3 semi finals (1st legs) - Tenerife v Schalke, Inter Milan v Monaco 

9 - Euro C1 semi finals (1st legs) - Dortmund v Man Utd, Ajax v Juventus 

10 - Euro C2 semi finals (1st legs) - Barcelona v Fiorentina, PSG v Liverpool 

12 - Canberra v Wollongong will be played at Seiffert Oval, Queanbeyan. It will be 
Paul Wade's final home game for Canberra Cosmos, so do the right thing and get 
there! 

13-25 - The Oceania qualifying tournament for the 1997 U/17 World Championships 
takes place. 

Group ‘4 - Australia, Fiji, Cook Islands, Tahiti, Papua New Guinea 

Group 2 - New Zealand, Solomon Islands, Western Samoa, Vanuatu 

20 - The final round of Ericsson Cup matches sees the last appearance of 
Collingwood, Gippsland and Canberra. Maybe.... 





JUNE 
11 - Australia due to kick-off their Oceania World Cup preliminary group 
Also - the World Youth Championships kick-off in Malaysia 


WORLD CUP WATCH 
Asian qualifiers (3 or 4 to qualify) - ist Round 
Group - Teams Kick-off Final whistle 
1 - Saudi Arabia, Malaysia, Bangladesh, Taiwan March 16 March 31 
- 2-lIran, Syria, Maldives, Kyrgyzstan June 2 June 15 
3 - UAE, Bahrain, Jordan April 8 April 26 
4 - Japan, Oman, Nepal, Macao March 23 June 28 
5 - Uzbekistan, Indonesia, Yernen, Cambodia June 4 July 13 
6 - South Korea, Thailand, Hong Kong Feb 23 June 1 
7 - Kuwait, Lebanon, Singapore April 13 June 22 
8 - China, Turkmenistan, Vietnam, Tajikistan May 4 June 15 
9 - Iraq, Kazakhstan, Pakistan May 11 June 20 
10 - Qatar, India, Sri Lanka, Philippines Qatar qualified Sept 1596 


2nd rd - 2 groups of 5, winners + runners-up advance 
3rd rd - two-legged play-offs, winners qualify for France, losers play-off in 4th rd 
4th rd - winner qualifies for France - loser play (hopefully) Australia. 


a = ad 


